


WELCOME! 
2ND ANNUAL FISH FRY 


PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE 
BOARDMAN meee i D SENIOR OLYMPICS 
UND 


WHITEFISH DINNER $6.50 
| SHRIMP DINNER $7.50 
> | FIs & SHRIMP COMBO $8.00 
KIDS HOT DOG & FRIES $2.00 
DESSERT $1.00 


ALL DINNERS INCLUDE FRENCH FRIES, COLE 
SLAW, ROLL AND BUTTER 


CASH BAR AVAILABLE 
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THE RECORDING OF A CEMETERY 
BY THELMA GREENE REAGAN 


Today we walked where others walked 
On a lonely, windswept hill; 

Today we talked where others cried 
For Loved Ones whose lives are Stilled. 


Today our hearts were touched 

By graves of tiny babies: 

Snatched from the arms of loving kin, 
In the heartbreak of the ages. 


Today we saw where the grandparents lay 
Tn the last sleep of the time: 

Lying under the trees and clouds - 

Their beds kissed by the sun and wind. 


Today we wondered about an unmarked spot; 
Who lies beneath this hollowed ground? 

Was it a babe, child, young or old? 

No indication could be found. 


Today we saw where Mom and Dad lay. 
We had been here once before 

On a day we'd all like to forget, 

But will remember forever more. 


Today we recorded for kith and kin 
The graves of ancestors past; 

To be preserved for generations hence, 
A record we hope will last. 


Cherish it, my friend; preserve it, my friend, 
For stones sometimes crumble to dust 

And generations of folks yet to come 

Will be grateful for your trust. 





ENGINEERS ¢ SURVEYORS 


January 7, 2001 


Mr. Ron Homerding 
DuPage Township 

241 Canterbury Lane 
Bolingbrook, Illinois 60440 


Re: — Boardman Cemetery on Paxson Drive 
Bolingbrook, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Homerding: 


Jacob & Hefner Associates appreciates the opportunity to submit this proposal for civil 
engineering and surveying services for the above referenced project. 


Based on our discussion at our meeting on December 7, 2000 we have prepared this 
proposal. The project limits are defined as the east portion of the cemetery property on Paxson 
Drive where the architectural improvements are proposed. We understand that the owner will 
provide a property line survey illustrating existing property lines. The survey services will consist 
of conducting a topographic survey of the front entrance area and the proposed sidewalk areas. We 
will also verify the property line location based on the existing property line survey. The 
engineering services provided will essentially consist of the preparation of a grading plan and a 
dimensional plan. We understand that you will use these plans as part of a submittal to the Village 
of Bolingbrook for your building permit application. 


We have included two meetings with you in the scope of services. The fee for attending 
project meetings will be excluded if you determine the meetings are not necessary. 


Appendix A presents our Scope of Services. Additional services requested will be charged 


on an hourly basis or by separate proposal. Additional work shall not commence without written 
authorization from you. 


TRANSPORTATION * WATER RESOURCES « LAND DEVELOPMENT + MUNICIPAL * SURVEYING 


JACOB & HEFNER ASSOCIATES, PC. fp eae 
JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435 
815/730-6080 * FAX: 815/730-8369 





JACOB & HEFNER ASSOCIATES, PC. 


ENGINEERS * SURVEYORS 


DuPage Township 
Mr. R. Homerding 
Jan. 7, 2001 

Page 2 


This proposal and Appendix A represent the entire understanding between you and us with 
respect to the project and may only be modified in writing and signed by both of us. We will start 
our services promptly if you agree with this proposal. Our Professional Engineering staff will be 
dedicated to completing the surveying and engineering drawings within five weeks of your 
authorization to proceed. Our project team has a thorough knowledge of the requirements for this 
type of project and substantial experience in working in the Village of Bolingbrook. We appreciate 
the opportunity to be of service to Testing Service Corporation. Please call if you have any 
questions regarding the proposal. 


Sincerely, 


JACOB & HEFNER ASSOCIATES, P.C. 


Daypeet CC FoeC. | 


aniel R. Malinowski, P.E. 
Vice President 


Attachments 


AGREED AND ACCEPTED 


DuPage Township 


By: [7 LIE fee Sy , 


Title: \ Lap Lox Ae, 
Date: Youn \& QOO | 


Attachment “A” 
Scope of Services & Basis of Compensation 
Boardman Cemetery Engineering Plans 
Bolingbrook, Ilinois 


Task Fee 





Construction Documents - the following site development documents will be prepared: 
Dimensional Control Plan - 
Prepare preliminary dimensional plans. Prepare a dimensional control plan based on a 
boundary survey and an approved architectural site plan, showing dimensions between the 
boundary lines and the proposed improvements. 

$1,000 


Grading/Soil Erosion Control Plan - 


Prepare grading plan. The plan will show proposed contours and spot elevations. The plan 
will also indicate erosion control measures to be implemented during construction. 


$700 


Construction Details and Specifications - 

Prepare all necessary details and specifications required for civil site improvements. 
$400 

Coordination - the site civil engineering documents will be prepared 

as a stand alone set of drawings not to be incorporated into an 

architectural plan set. The site civil engineering drawings will be 

utilized for site construction bidding purposes. We will assist the 

owner in obtaining proposals from contractors. 
$500 


Meetings - Attend up to two meetings with the owner, design team and. 


$400 


Attachment A 
Page 2 


4. Topographic Survey Services - Prepare a site topographic survey to 


to verify existing conditions. Prepare a Topographic Survey of the 
site for use as a base drawing. 


$1290 


Total Lump Sum Fee $4,950 © 
NOTE: Reimbursable Expenses will be billed in addition to the 
above stated fees at cost times a factor of 1.10. 
Services Excluded 
The following services have not been included in our scope of work. Jacob & Hefner 


Associates can provide these services should they be desired either by separate proposal or on an 
hourly basis. 


a Plat of Subdivision, Plat of Easement, or Plat of Dedication. 
‘ Structural engineering (including design of retaining walls). 
‘ Electrical engineering and lighting design. 

. Preparation of bid booklets. 

. Design of project signage. 

° Design of power, phone, or gas lines. 

° Impact fees, review fees, permit fees. 

‘ ALTA/ACSM land title survey. 

: Design of detention basin and drainage improvements. 

: Revisions to grading plan based on Village review. 

2 Wetland delineation, mitigation, and permitting. 

‘ Design of road, traffic signal, drainage, or utility improvements. 
° Preparation of alternative grading plan concepts. 

° Phase I Environmental Site Assessment. 

: Phase I Archeological Survey. 

‘ Attendance at Village or Township board meetings. 

: Landscape design or tree preservation plan. 

: As-Built survey. 


° Earthwork and drainage calculations. 


Biographical Sketches of several prominent DuPage Township residents of 100 years ago. 


FRANKLIN E. BARBER, farming 
and dairy; P. O. Lemont; was born in 
Du Page Tp., Will Co.. Ill., Aug. 25, 
1835; his father came West to Illinois in 
the spring of 1832, and laid a claim 
where his son now resides; here he 
lived till the date of his decease, which 
occurred Dec. 19, 1876. Franklin E. was 
married Sept. 2, 1867, to Mrs. Adelaide 
Volentive, a native of New York State; 
he has five children—Emma E., Etta F., 
Edward F., Jessie A., and an infant 
daughter; Mrs. Barber has one child by 
her former husband--Mary J. His father 
was one of the early pioneers of Du Page 
Tp., and came to Chicago, or rather old 
Fort Dearborn, on the boat that brought 
Gen. Scott's army to do duty in the Sac 
war; of him mentior is made in the body 
of this work; Mr. Barber uwns the old 
homestead, 211 acres. valued at $14.00. 
Has held the offices of Constable, Town 
Clerk and School Director. He is a suc- 
cessful farmer, and supplies a large quan- 
tity of milk to the cheese-factory now in 
successful operation near his residence. 


HORACE BOARDMAN, farmer; P. 
Q. Naperville; was born in Orleans Co., 
N. Y., July 25, 1819; in August, 1831, 
he came West with the family, his father 
settling on the farm where his son now 
lives; of his father, who was one of the 
early pioneers of this section, much ap- 
pears in the body of this work ; he died 


May 30, 1877, at the advanced age of 33 
years, and his ashes rest peacefully in the 
beautiful little cemetery on the homestead ; 
Horace remained at home till 28 years of 
age, when he moved to Grand Traverse 
Bay, Mich., for the purpose of engaging 
in lumbering; here be remained six years, 
and, in 1853, returned to Illinois; in the 
spring of 1864, he moved to Wisconsin, 
and remained three years; in March, 1867, 
he returned to Illinois, and has since re- 
sided at the old homestead. He was mar- 
ried May 25, 1843, to Laura A. Farr, a 
native of New York; she died April 16. 
1846; his second marriage. to Emily 
Cowles, a native of New York. vccurred 
Sept. 3, 1849; she died May 2. 1562; 
his third marriage, to Mrs. Isabella Lewis 
(Emerson), widow of Chauncey Lewis, 
was celebrated April 25, 1863; trom first 
marriage, two children were born—Elleu 
A., Maria A.; from second. three—James 
C., Abby M., Walker B.; from third, six 
—George E., Fannie E.. Frank H., Harry 
G., Edith L., Charles Roy. Owns 248 
acres in Du Page Tp.: in additiun tu his 
furming, he also keeps a Jarge number of 
cows for dairying: purposes ; on his farm, in 
1846, was operated the first McCormick 
reaper ever used in the limits of Will Co. 


ABNER ROYCE, farmer; P. O. Na- 
perville: was born in Essex Co., N. Y., 
June 13, 1826; he is a son of Jonathan 
and Polly (Emery) Royce; his father was 
one of the early settlers of Du Page Tp., 
having settled in the summer of 1835 
where his son now lives; here he lived till 
the date of his decease, which occurred 
Dec. 14. 1805, at the age of 83 years; his 
faithful companion followed him April 25, 
1875, at the udvanced age of 91 years; 
his father was a very successful business 
man, and owned at one time between three 
and four thousand acres of land; he di- 
vided his vast accumulations of wealth 
among his children, and they are following 
in his fuotsteps toa successful life; Abner 
has always lived upon the old homestead, 
except a temporary absence of four years ; 
in 1850. he went to California, and en- 
gaged in mining; in 1854, he returned 
home. Hewas married October 18, 1855, 
to Charlutte Phelps, a‘native of Essex Co., 
N. Y.; has six children—Elisha, Truman, 
Helen J., Irving, Lottie E. and Abner, Jr. 
‘Owns 935 acres in Will Co., valued at 
$65,000 ; Mr. Royce has met with good 
success in all his undertakings. 


ROBERT STRONG, farmer; P. O. 
Naperville; Mr. Strong is the only surviv- 
ing pioneer of the few that settled in Du 
Page Tp., in the early period of 1831; was 
born in Greensboro, Vt., April 28, 
1806; when he was 8 years of age, his 
father moved to Susquehanna Co., Penn., 
and engaged in clearing land and farming; 
in 1819, the family moved to Chemung 
Co., Penn., and opened a farm where the 
town of Waverly now stands; in 1825, his 
father moved to Ogden, in Monroe Co., N. 
Y.; in 1831, Robert came to seek a home 
in the Far West and settled where he now 
resides, having purchased a claim of a half- 
section of Selby & Walker; here, in com- 
pany with his young and lovely bride, he 
commenced, amid the difficulties and priva- 
tions incident to pioneer life, to carve out 
his fortune. He was married April 21, 
1831, to Caroline W. Willey, a native of 
Oncida Co.. N. ¥.; she was bora May 10, 
1811; eleven children have: blessed their 
union, four—<Alfred W.. Robert H., Mary 
A. (now widow of James N. George) and 
Albert M—are living; seven are dead. 
Owns 230 acres of land, valued at $17,000. 
Has held the offices of Supervisor, Justice 
of the Peace eight years, School Treasurer 
sixteen years, with the enormous salary of 
$10 for the first ten years. And here upon 
a portion of his original purchase made 
almost one-half of a century ago, he still 
lives, the only remaining landmark of those 
who settled in Du Page in 1831 or 1832, 
all the others have either rested from their 
labors or changed their locations; to him 
we are indebted for much of the early 
histury of Du Page Tp. i 


THOMAS J.SPRAGUE, farmer; P. 
O. Lockport ; was born in Hamburg, Erie 
Co., N. Y., Nov. 23, 1810; he remained 
at home until his majority, experiencing 
the life uf a farmer's son; farming sum- 
mers and attendiny school a short time 
during the winter ; in 1837, he came West 
to prospect the country, and in March, 
1838, he settled in Du Page Tp.; the first 
year, he tilled a farm owned by Joseph 
Bessey, and the following year labored on 
the T. & M. Canal on the section just be- 
low the Joliet Mound; in 1840, he pur- 
chased 160 acres on Sec. 22, Du Page Tp.; 
this he still uwns,and here he resided about 
eightcen years; in the fallof 1858, he re- 
moved to his present residence, on Secs. 
34 and 27. He was married Jan. 8, 1844, 
to Mrs. Lydia Godfrey, daughter of Shubel 
Swift; her father was one of the pioneers 
of Du Page Tp.; have had nine children— 
Charles, Elizabeth, Harrict, Thomas, Frank 
and Celialiving ; Lydia, Douglas and Thad- 
deus, deceased. Owns 590 acres, valued at 


$30,000 ; has held the office of Township 


Collector and that of Assessor three or four 
terms. Mr. Sprague was without means 
when he came West, and by industry and 
good management has accumulated what 
he has; he is also extensively engaged in 
dairying in connection with his farming. 


THOMAS WILLIAMS, farmer; P. 
O. Lockport; was born in County Corn- 
wall, Eng., Jan. 18, 1807; he immigrated 
to America in March, 1825, and first set- 
tled in Schuylkill Co., Penn., when he 
engaged in mining and shipping coal to 
Philadelphia about two years; he next 
contracted and built a portion of the Port- 
ave Railroad across the Alleghany Moun- 
tains from Hollidaysburg to Johnstown ; 
in 1834, he came to Illinois and settled in 
Chicago; in June, 1836, in conjunction 
with Chas. E. Boyer, he contracted four 
sections on the I. & M. Canal and com- 
menced work thereon; in 1848, he built 
twelve miles of the Chicago & Galena 
Railroad between Chicago and Elgin; in 
‘1850, they went to California and construct- 
ed the levee in front of Sacramento City ; 
afterward they constructed a tunnel 1,900 
feet long, bringing the waters of Bear 
River down to the flats of Ophir; in 1854, 
they contracted on deepening the I. & M. 
Canal, and finished the work in 1857 ; he 
located on present place of residence in 1846. 
He was married in 1832, to Susan Horner, 
a native of Pennsylvania; eight children 
have been born to them; of these, four are 
living—Julia, Stephen J., Susan and Carrie. 
Owns 500 acres of land, valued at $40,000; 
he is at present Supervisor; has held the 
office of School Trustee and School Direct- 
or. In all his public enterprises he has 
met with goud success. 





Cemetery 


Continued from page 1 : 


Paxson Drive, was the most 
haunted graveyard in northern 
Illinois. 

But Bredeweg, a former Will 
County Board member who now 
works as the general assistance 
administrator for DuPage Town- 
ship, does not believe the rumors. 

“I’ve been out there at night, 
and I just laugh (about it being 
haunted),” she said. “To me, it’s 
just a very nice cemetery that 
needs a lot of care.” 

The Halloween tours were an 
afterthought by the commission, 
according to Mecler. 

“We used to go out there on Hal- 
loween just to stem the vandal- 
ism, but we then decided, since we 
were going to be out there anyway, 
we should open it up for tours.” 

Ean 


Established in 1832 as a resting 
place for the early settlers of the 
area, the cemetery is owned and 
maintained by DuPage Township. 

In 1976, members of the Boling- 
brook Historical Society restored 
the cemetery and identified the 
names of all except one person 
buried there. 

Some of the headstones were 
damaged by vandals before the 
subdivision was built, according to 
Bredeweg. 

While most of the gravestones 
have been pieced back together, 
there are still more improvements 
to be completed. 

An effort is under way by the 
historic preservation committee 
and DuPage Township to replace 
the rusted fence around the ceme- 
tery with a new rod-iron fence, 


lim _-sars and a fancy gate 
with «.: arch. 

“We want to turn it into an 
urban, turn-of-the-century ceme- 
tery,” Bredeweg said. 

The renovations will cost about 
$40,000, and over the past year 
the township and historic commis- 
sion have raised $25,000 for the 
project. 

Michael Lambert, an architect 
from Plainfield who is a descen- 
dent of the Boardman family, 
designed the plans for the renova- 
tion work. 

an 

Most of the people buried in the 
cemetery died in the 19th century, 
except for a baby who died in the 
early 1990s. At least one person 
buried in the cemetery, Andrew 
Ingalls, was a Civil War veteran. 
Ingalls died in Gallaton, Tenn., in 
1863. 

Another notable figure from 
the area buried in the cemetery is 
Jonathan Royce, a prominent set- 
tler who once owned more than 
3,000 acres of land in the town- 
ship. Royce died in 1986. 

His wife, Mary “Polly” Emery 
Royce, also is buried in Board- 
man Cemetery. Her father, 
Joshua Emery, was a Revolution- 
ary War soldier, who fought with 
the patriots. 

There are 95 headstones in the 
cemetery; all but one name has 
been identified. 

However, Mecler said there are 
more than 95 people buried in the 
cemetery. 

“Many of the graves do not 
have any markings,” Mecler said. 
“It may not look like it, but there 
are very orderly, distinct rows that 
are clearly burial sites.” 
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~ Steve Harman/Press Publications 
Boardman Cemetery in Bolingbrook is the resting place of many of the village’s town fathers, including members of the 
Boardman and Royce families. A favorite stop at Halloween, the cemetery is the site of an annual Halloween night watch 
sponsored by the Bolingbrook Historic Preservation Commission. 
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AA MaUTLted Pdst: 
Region has own share of (possibly) tall tales 


By Robin Sheffield 


For Press Publications 


harlie Brown and 
his Peanuts gang 
had their pumpkin 
patch with the req- 
uisite yearly vigil. 
But northern Will and west- 
ern Cook counties have their 
own tales, their own 
Halloween hauntings ... the 
haunted buildings ... the 
unexpected visits from “the 
Ghost of Roommates Past.” 

This residential ghost story 
was recently brought to the 
attention of the staff at a 
Lemont museum. 

“Two young guys doing 
research came to the [Lemont 
Historical Society] museum” 
looking for information on the 

_ old Central School on 

. Stephens Street, said Susan 

, Donahue, museum secretary 
and coordinator of Sunday 
programs/guide. 

1 The men had rented one of 
the apartments now located 
where the school once stood. 

“They thought they were 
playing jokes on each other,” 
Donahue related. 

It must have been a prank, 


they'd each reasoned; the first » 


time it happened. One of 
them had been watching tele- 
vision, and emptied out his 
pockets as he lay on the rug. 
At some point he’d gone into 
the kitchen to get a drink, 
and when he returned he 
noticed package of gum miss- 
ing. Under the couch, he 


thought. 

No ... then probably his 
roommate had swiped it. 

The second occurrence was 
during a party when one of 
the guests found her lighter 
missing. 

Had someone been playing 
tricks while the guests feast- 
ed on treats? 

Again the roommates cast 
accusing eyes at one another. 

The third occasion was dif- 
ferent, Donahue said. The two 
had gone downstairs together 
— did they dare leave each 
other alone now? — but when 
they came back upstairs they 
found all the doors left open, 
the kitchen cabinets ajar, and 
the refrigerator door swinging 
in the breeze. 

Could it be ... The Ghost 
of Roommates Past? The two 
wanted to know. 

Some sightings have 
occurred only once. 

“In 1987 at the opening of 
the I&M [Illinois & Michigan 
Canal] Visitors Center [in the 
Gaylord Building on Eighth 
Street in Loc kport], one or 
two people thought they 
sensed the presence of George 
Gaylord,” claimed Char 
Giardina of the Visitors 
Center. 


“And they were serious 
about it too,” she added. 


Gotcha! 

Other stories go back many 
years. 

There’s the story of “The 
Clawman.” Born Patrick 





found smeared across the 


O’Malley, he came to America 
“just one jump ahead of the 
sheriff,” said Toni Balsley, a 
Lockport woman who works 
for the Department of 
Natural Resources in Joliet. 

O’Malley, at seven feet tall 
and 250 pounds, was a giant 
of a man with an enormous 
appetite for pie, who arrived 
in New York in 1839 at age 
Zi. 

He and a friend started out 
for the wilds of Chicago, but 
“it took them six years to get 
here. What could an Irishman 
do when there were so many 
pubs in the way?” Balsley 
maintained. 

Demon rum got the young 
man into trouble in the Windy 
City as well, and he found 
himself tied to a three-year 
contract to work on the 
Illinois & Michigan Canal. He 
was working in Ottawa when 
a circus came to town. An 
accident with a cannon cost 
him both his arms, but he was 
taken to the tent of two doc- 
tors who traveled with the cir- 


‘cus and were expected to do 


wonders. 

Somehow, the doctors 
replaced O’Malley’s arms with 
those of a circus bear. Now, all 
this occurred in the days 
before malpractice lawsuits, 
according to Balsley. But no 
amount of malpractice insur- 
ance could have prevented the 
ugly turn that justice took 
when the doctors’ bloodied 
and mangled corpses were 


} 


towpath. 

A posse came from Morris 
“but left in a hurry,” Balsley 
went on. Wealthy Chicagoans 
journeyed to the area to see 
“The Clawman,” and all met a 
mysterious fate. 

“Don’t go on the towpath 
[by the canal] after dark or 
The Clawman will getcha!” 
she concluded. 


The cemetery 


Cemeteries seem to loom 
large in the lore of hauntings. 
Bolingbrook residents point 
with pride to the frightening 
aspects of Boardman 
Cemetery, located at Paxson 
and Royce roads. 

“People think that’s the 
most haunted cemetery in 
northern Illinois,” said Judy 
Bredeweg of the town’s 
Historic Preservation . 
Commission. 

“It’s because a lot of women 
are buried there, and most 
are women who died in child- 
birth. 

“There are a lot of senti- 
mental headstones like “Too 
Sweet to Die, “ she added. 

“High-school kids pointed 
out ghost faces on one of the 
tombstones last year at 
Halloween,” noted commission 
member Ed Mecler. 

The one-acre plot “has 95 
graves of early ancestors of 
the township,” and is main- 
tained by DuPage Township, 
according to Bredeweg. 
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HISTORIC BOLINGBROOK CEMETERY 


OPEN FOR PUBLIC TOURS ON 
MEMORIAL DAY 


A historic Bolingbrock burying ground, Boardman Cemetery, 
will be open to the public for tours on Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 26. The gates will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 
Members of the Bolingbrook Historic Preservation 
Commission will be stationed at the Royce Road cemetery to 
answer questions about the cemetery’s history. But first, the 
Bolingbrook V.F.W. and the American Legion will start off the 


day with a memorial service at the cemetery at 9:00 a.m. At 


least one Civil War veteran is buried at Boardman. 





TREE CITY USA 
A Community of 49,000 


The cemetery, which is the final resting place for many of the 
first settlers of DuPage Township, dates back to 1832. It was 
all but forgotten for nearly three decades, until accidentally 
"rediscovered" by a curious teenager who stumbled across it 


im 1972. 


The burying ground is named for Captain Harry Boardman, 
who set aside the hillside he owned for the pioneer 
community’s first cemetery. Under the care of the Township 


now, the cemetery is located off Royce Road on Paxson Drive. 


It is now part of the Village of Bolingbrook, and now 
surrounded by the new homes of the Heritage Creek 
subdivision. Streets in the subdivision are named for those 
buried in the cemetery, such as the Harry Boardman, Charles 
Paxson, Robert Strong and Abner Royce families.For more 


information about the cemetery or open house, call Village 


Hall at 226-8411. 


Bolingbrook Srsewation Commission 
Und | 

DuPage Sowuship 

Fhanks you for your support of aur gate 
and fence project for 
Boardman Cometouy ) 
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BOLINGBROOK—A group of 
residents is looking into the vil- 
lage’s past by restoring a forgotten 
cemetery on a hill above Royce 
Road on the northwest side. 

The Bolingbrook Historical Soci- 
ety conducted its second “work-pic- 
nic” Saturday at the old and aban- 
doned graveyard popularly known 
as Boardman Cemetery, believed to 
be the burial ground for many of 
_ the area’s early residents. 


_ The restoration efforts will con- 
tinue for the next few weeks to 
bring the graveyard into suitable 
condition to be made an historical 
village landmark, according to soci- 
ety Pres. Judith Bredeweg. 


The society was recently incor- 
porated as a nonprofit organization. 
Its intent, said Ms. Bredeweg, is to 
- rediscover and restore historical 
sites in the village. The work at 
\ the cemetery is one of the society’s 
first projects. | 

Ms. Bredeweg believes Boling- 


lue. | 
“We have a rural heritage we 
should save,” she said. “This area 
doesn’t go back 10 years, it goes 
back further than that.” 


brook’s past contains things -of va- 


. 
ae 7 
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~ 
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For ,example, she said, near the 
cemetery on Royce Road stands a 
small plaque at the site of the first 
school in the Cook County School 
District, which once included this 
area. | 

Also, she said, an Indian massa- 
cre reportedly occurred here in the 
late 1830s. The survivors fled 35 


miles east to Fort Dearborn, now © 


Chicago. 

And an area farmer was report- 
edly the first to use the reaper in- 
vented by Cyrus McCormick, but 
waited to pay for it until he was 
convinced it would work. 

The historical society also: hopes 
to investigate the alleged: existence 
of buried mastodons in the area 
and search for Indian ceremonial 
burial mounds. 

Settlers apparently first came to 
Bolingbrook around 1832, the earli- 
est date appearing on head stones 
in the battered cemetery on the 


hill ‘overlooking the deserted Free- 


man farmhouse. _ 

The house, dating to the mid- 
1800s, has been chosen by the soci- 
ety as the site for a museum dedi- 
cated to local history. | 

The cemetery went. undiscovered 
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from aout 1930 until four years 
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Graveyard helps find | 
village’s forgotten past 


ago, when a young girl found it 
while walking the fields. The 
graveyard had become dilapidated 
and overgrown with weeds, ‘said 
Ms. Bredeweg. 

She said the group’s hardest task 
will be to restore the many grave 
markers at the cemetery, including 
a seven-foot pillared monument 
that is slowly falling on its side. 

The farmer Freeman who found- 
ed the homestead is buried on the 
hill overlooking it, she said, 

Alongside his grave are the 
graves of his three wives. The cap- 
tion on one headstone reads, “Rest 
well, beloved,” and the second 
bears, “Rest well, beloved also.” 
But the third wife’s headstone car- 
ries no message. 

And Freeman’s marker carries 
none either, leaving their relation- 
ship undescribed, for better or 
worse. 

Many ane graves Jae. hold 


young women who died in child-. 


birth, added Ms. Bredeweg. 
The historical society meets the 


fourth Thursday of every month at 
8 p.m. at Woodview School, 197 — 
Winston Dr. Membership fees are 
$5 a person, $8 for families and $1 _ 


for students and senior citizens. 
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.to restore 


BOLINGBROOK — Five years 
ago, a 16-year-old girl tripped across 


_ Bolingbrook’s past. 


* 
Fr 


~ 
Ly 


Today, a small but dedicated 


group of village residents is making 
sure that her discovery won't be for-. 
gotten. 

The girl stumbled into the Board- 


‘man Cemetery off Royce Road just 
west of Illinois 53 on the village’s. 


north side. The cemetery contains 
the graves of some of the first resi- 
dents of the area that now includes 
Bolingbrook. 

Restoration of the cemetery and 
documentation of the dates and 
names on the tombstones is one of 
the major projects of the Boling- 


‘brook Historical Society. 


But the organization needs money 


to accomplish its goals and a recent- 


ly published booklet, “Bolingbrook 
Does Too Have A History,” is a way 


of raising funds and providing infor- 
mation, according to Shirley Dusky, 


new society president. 

Some 250 copies have been sold 
for $1 each since the booklet came 
out last spring. Copies are available 
at the DuPage Township offices in 
the basement of the Fountaindale 


- Library Bolingbrook branch, 300 W. 
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society 


cemetery 


Briarcliff Rd. - 


The society’s next major goal is to 
obtain the Freeman House off Royce 


Road near Boardman Cemetery, said — . 


Ms. Dusky. The house, which still is 
rented to tenants, is more than 100 


‘years old and is an example of. the . 
area’s past architecture, she said. 


The society wants the Freeman 
House as a museum of local history. 
The owner, however, has been 
trying to sell the property to devel- 
opers, Ms. Dusky said. 

Meanwhile, society members are 
trying to complete renovation of 
Boardman Cemetery. Ms. Dusky 
said some of the headstones still 
haven’t been dug up and the area 
needs more cleaning. 


A workday at the cemetery is 
. planned for Aug. 20. PS 


- The society’s next regular meeting 


will be at 8 p.m. Sept. 15 at Wood 


View School, 197 Winston Dr. The 
group meets the third Penwiny of 
every month. 

The society has 30 OE NOM | 


Membership fees are $5 a year, $1 | 


for senior citizens and peerage 
children. 

For more information, call Ms. 
Dusky at (312) 759-3590. 
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History of Bolingbrook 


out of a cemetery springs * $ 


a living understanding 
of the community’s past 
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James Bingle holds a newly- was expended in unearthing 
righted gravestone in place and arranging the pieces. 


Bolingbrook Metropolitan 
Thursday July 24, 1975 


— 


By Jay Pridmore 


History is alive and well in Boling- 
brook, and right now resides in the old 
DuPage Township cemetery, set back 


amidst the farmlands on Royce Road. 
"The Bolin 


Historical Society’s 
‘‘work-picnic’’ last Saturday showed that 


-- some people recognize that local history 


a 


ee . 


around here extends far beyond the in- 
corporation of the village 10 years ago. 
In fact, the very farms which border the 
DuPage River in, and just outside 
Bolingbrook were some of the first lands 
snatched up by early 19th century home- 
steaders. It is also a fact that Cyrus 
McCormick’s reaper was first tried out 
by a farmer around here who ordered 
one from the inventor, but waited to see 
if it would work before paying for it. 


INCIDENTS LIKE THESE are the 
makings for some rich stuff for historical 
buffs in Bolingbrook, who are excitedly 
starting out by reconstructing the old 
graveyard to find out when the area was 
inhabited, and by whom. The markers 
indicate that Christian people began 
dying in DuPage Township as early as 
the 1830’s, and some of the names show 
that they were not just wanderers, lost 
on their way to or from Chicago. The 
Broadman family, which seems to have a 
plot among the ruins of gravestones, was 
an important one in early Cook County 
politics, according to DuPage Township 
assessor James Bingle, one of the most 
knowledgeable of the local history buffs. 

Bingle’s efforts have been spearhead- 
ing the project to reassemble the grave 
stones and clean up the cemetery, to 
make.it a pleasant and interesting place 
for Bolingbrookers to absorb some of 
their heritage. Bingle credits Lois 
Michael, a young resident of the area, 
with the ‘‘modern discovery’’ of the 
graveyard. In walking through the clump 
of trees on a moraine in a Royce Road 
bean field, she found the old cemetery in 
a jungle-like thicket and reported it to 
Bingle, whom she knew to be intensely 
interested in the local history. 

In perusing county records in Joliet, 
Bingle found that the cemetery was 
deeded to the county in 1847. Two years 
ago, he arranged for the county to turn it 
over to DuPage Township, and the 
township has since put a fence around it 
to discourage further depredations 
against the stone markers. 


THE HISTORICAL Society has found 
the cemetery to be a likely bicentennial 


icc a or ee 


Page 2 


project, and it is particularly attractive 
since there stands down the slope from it 
the old Freeman farmhouse, which the 
society is considering for a museum. 
Judith Bredeweg, president of the 
historical society, is excited about the 


_ prospects for a place where the farm 


tools and furniture of the area’s history 
might be displayed nearby to the inter- 
esting old graveyard. 

Whether money is secured for that 
scheme or not, the love of history shown 
by the workers at the graveyard last 
Saturday was in total disregard of what 
the future might bring. History is not a 
passive undertaking — it’s hard and fas- 
cinatjng work— and on this day, it was a 
family outing in which all contributed. 


‘‘Doing’’ history was exciting and 
creative work. Scrubbing the dirt off one 
collapsed stone revealed that its most 
careful inscription recorded the name of 
the carver, ‘‘J.M. Andrus —Aurora.”’ It 
was wondered where else this stone 
cutter might have worked, how wide- 
spread and how expensive his master- 
pieces were. A call or trip to Aurora by 
one of the society members may yield an 
answer to this question. 


HOW PEOPLE BURY their dead is 
telling of how they lived and by whom 
they were influenced, it was noted. 
Comparisons between this graveyard 
and others around Illinois, and else- 
where, will indicate some interesting 
things about what the people in DuPage 
Township were thinking, and perhaps 
even how they worshipped, in relation to 
others in the Midwest in the 1800’s. 


Saturday’s efforts got into the science 
of archaeologists, and judging from the 
thought and determination of some of 
the workers on this day, they were equal 
to the task. But not all will have to await 
the results of comparison studies to get a 
feeling for life among the homesteaders. 
One inscription on a stone ‘‘put together 


like a jigsaw puzzle’’ bore the verse: 


Rejoice for a mother deceased 
Our loss is her infinite gain 
A soul out of prison released 
And freed from bodily chain 


The inscription was on the grave of 
Elizabeth Hawkin, a name overlooked, 
no doubt, in the history books of the era. 
But in the minds of more than one 
amazed gravestone reader, Mrs. Hawkin 
was important, not only because she 
lived and died, but also because she did 
it right here, and with feeling that was 
just now rediscovered. : 
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Trib photo by Michael Sims 


During the restoration of the Boardman Cemetery, grave markers. that date 
back to 1832 have been discovered. | | : 
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yedy Spa stands with an onal ‘aoa daibae soaeniie uprighied in ie 
century-old Royce Road Cemetery, now being refurbished by Bolingbrook 
Historical Society members. 








in iene Road cousin 


As the crow flies, the old Royce Road 
cemetery sits about a mile from Boling- 
brook, separated by a seven-mile stretch 
of the DuPage River. The Royce Road 
bridge, just west of Ill. Rt. 53, closed a few 
months ago because of wear, was the only 
direct route between the village and the 


; cemetery. ~ 


To get there now, it is necessary to cross 
the river three miles west on Naperville 
Road, turn at Royce Road which runs 
parallel to Boughton, and proceed two 


miles east along Royce. Faint evidence of © 


a tractor trail takes cars across the 
farmland, and up several hundred yards to 
the graveyard. It is secluded from even 
the middle-aged dragsters which like the 
Royce Road pavement. 

The cemetery, you perceive then, sits 
on a knoll which offers a commanding 
view of the land around, and the DuPage 
River plain beyond. The quarry works you 
might expect to be obtrusive, but the 
vantage point is more formidable than 
even the blasters’ heaps of whatever they 
tear out of the earth. 


TREES GROW on the acre plot, and 
centered in a rolling bean field flourishes a 
glorious mass. of shade. Pheasants have 
chosen this place to covey that more than a 

“century ago was saved by the home- 


~steaders to bury their dead. 


The place is serene, but still, Historical 
Society President Judy Bredeweg was 
frowning at the weeds in the cemetery. 
They were weeds that the historical 
society cast out last year in its first effort 
to restore the cemetery. But the dande- 
lions and thick cover had come back, as 
weeds and land speculators. often will. 
‘‘Look at it,’’ she said as she kicked a 
juniper. “We're back where we started 
last year.’ 

The fantiekeey has been Mrs. Brede- 
weg’s special project. Dating back to the 
mid-1800’s, recently it was found to 
belong to the township, which fenced it 

_off from unsavory characters who found 
the overgrown hideaway long before. 
historians. Away from the cemetery is an 
old Victorian farmhouse, the Freeman 
House, named for wee homesteaders who 





-ruining gravestone of Robert Strong, who = 


a cat 


saved too, thanks. to the beneficence of Sole 3 
Naperville developer who owns the 
200-acre spread and shares Mrs. Brede- 
weg’ s curiosity. 

The first and foremost ‘Saadasehiee of 
local history is township assessor James 
Bingle. Bingle can describe the pioneer 
boundaries of the open prairie much as 
could a homesteader, squeamish about 
encroaching on Indian hunting grounds. 
And he is familiar with the 1830’s — 
personalities settling in “‘Fountaindale, a 
this community where Cyrus McCormick 
sent his se giaateeties this way for the Bret 
time. 


~ — 
, 


-BINGLE’S FRIENDLY PIECES of infor- 
mation come from hours of research in 
county archives and other sources. What 
moves him? What moves any historian? 
One incentive for Bingle might be the 


for 52 years was superintendent of the | “*® 
Sunday school of First Presbyterian, — 
Bingle’s church. : 


-» Mrs. Bredeweg looked at the Strong. 


stone, smiled and said, ‘‘That’s Bingle'S — Pe 
favorite. He’ll be working on it.’’ Then enti 
looked across the acre at the dozens of old 
stones, some still clean from last year, 
others tumbled, and others hanging 
together tenuously after provisional res- 
toration work last summer. ‘‘I don’t know 
if we should take on the whole area, or if 
we should zero in on just a few parts.’’ She _ 4 
walked over to her favorite, the Jonathon 
and Polly Royce stone of the 1870's. Het 
dismay at the general disrepair bright-_ 
ened when she read the dated inscription, . 
‘‘Mother’’ and ‘‘Father.’’ It had been © 
found face down in dirt, the marble, ‘3 
weathered. | 
The wind picked up through the oak and | 
walnut branches, and she said, ‘‘This is 
the best place to find local history. Phare rs 
really is a lot here.”’ | e 
All day Saturday, historical pleas 
members and others will be cutting 
through the weeds for some new stories, 
human adventures, and pioneer dramas 
they can reconstruct themselves from a 
discarded gravestone. It is the noble 
historical peccies. that sigs ice =e a = 
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Rediscovered cemetery has 


clues to Bolingbrook’s pa 


From page 14 ton 

several years until in the early 1960s a young 
girl stumbled across it while hiking through 
the area. Ulrich surmised that the site was 
probably used as a lover’s lane over the 
years, because of its hidden location and the 
abundance of beer cans and other trash in the 


overgrown cemetery. id 


FROM THE rubble, the society-members 
righted many of the fallen headstones and 
are still uncovering other markers. . 

The oldest headstone found thus far dates 


back to 1832, a few years after the first [7% 
families began to settle the area. The last <— 
burial in the cemetery took place inthe 1920s. 


Ulrich said that the settlers who came to 
the area in those days were in many ways 
similar to the new ‘settlers’? moving to 
Bolingbrook today. : 


_ “MOST OF US have no family in this area, 
we’re from other parts of the country starting 
new,” she said. 

The thought of 12-year-old Bolingbrook 
having a historical society has produced wry 
comments in some circles, Ulrich said. Even 
the name of their booklet on Bolingbrook, 
‘Bolingbrook (does too have a) History,” 
seems to bear out the fact that the society is 
on the defensive. N Cibo 

The historical society has its eye on the 
future as well as the past. Along with 
researching the names found in the ceme- 
tery, members are gathering documents 
about early Bolingbrook to aid tomorrow’s 
historians. 


ULRICH SAID the society would also like 
to acquire an old farmhouse, built in the 
1850s, adjacent to the cemetery to rejuvenate 
as a museum. The site, now owned by a local 
developer, would provide room to keep the 
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many historical articles being sought by the 
society. Both sides are still negotiating for 
the building and land. 


With nearly all of the land in Bolingbrook 
already sold or optioned to sell, many 
farmers are leaving, taking their memories 
of the village’s history with them. “A lot of 
the farmers are retiring and moving to 
Florida,” Ulrich said. 


The historical society is seeking those 


farmers to give insight into the area history 


and possibly donate papers and historical 
items to the future museum. 


Along with field work, society members 
are also reaching out to village’s children 
through the grade schools to educate them 
about the area’s history. 


‘“‘We’re smail so we haven’t been ableyo do 
a whole lot yet,’’ she said. ‘““Those,j'us who 
belong to the society just Wint to preserve 


rs , 


history as it’s made now * 
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Memorial Day at Boardman Cemetary 


Memorial Day services will 
be held for the first time in 
Bolingbrook in Boardman 
Cemetery, Royce Road, two 
miles east of Naperville Road on 
Monday, May 30th at 1 p.m. 

Since Memorial Day 
observance dates back to the 


and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars to specifically honor 
Andrew Ingles, who was killed at 
Galatin, Tennessee in 1863, as 
well as all those who have fallen 
in the service of their country. 
The public is invited to attend the 
service and to remain for free 


For the past two years, 
members of the Bolingbrook 
Historical Society have worked 
to restore the old cemetery. For 
further information call Lynda 
Ulrich (759-5051). or Virgil 
Banker (739-2696). 0 


time just after the Civil War, 
Bolingbrook Historical Society 
will join the American Legion 


refreshments and guided tours 
of the cemetery courtesy of the 
Historical Society. 








Memorial Day ceremony 
at Borden Cemetary 


Romeoville High School Troop 23 assisted by direc- ¢ set VN 8 .) . 
Student Don Schrack played ting traffic at the cemetery. i ma Te. 3 

“Taps” to conclude the Members of the Bolingbrook i 
Memorial Day ceremony. High School Air Force ROTC 
Other Boy Scouts from also paid their respects. : 


(Beacon Photo by Dale Puetz) 
ae = een 
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ey Bonnie Gross 


rere e they came from. 
“We've called all the local cemeteries,” 


's very, very strange.” 


d Hester Brown, Williams said. 


Here lies 


rhe Clarendon n Hills police deparanek has a grave pro- 


Tats Serimeiohes dating from the 1860s were found in a> 
sident's front yard Aug. 8 and the police don’t know 


said Sue 
li iams of the department's communications division. 


The stones marked the graves of two children of George 


One is for Martha Brown, who died March 6, 1861, at the 


* age of “2 years, 3 ate ES 12 days, ; ston dibg. to hee 
marker. The other stone is for Robert Brown, who died 
March 5, 1862, at the age of 16. 

Tre weathered stones are about 1-by-2-feet, Williams 
said. 

“We thought maybe some descendant would recognize - 
the names,” Williams said. “Brown is a pretty common 
name but Hester is unusual.” 

If the stones go unclaimed, Williams said she doesn't 
know what the department will do with them. 

“Normally, unclaimed items are sold at an auction,” 
Williams said. “I don’t know if we'll do that with these. : a 


: 


a tale 


Happy epilog for 2 epitaphs 


By Sharyn Kane 


MARTHA AND Robert Brown’s graves 
won’t go through eternity unmarked after 
all. : 

Tombstones from the children’s graves, 
dug in 181 and 1862, were uprooted and 
found Aug. 8 in Clarendon Hills. Police tried 
to trace their origin through cemetery 
records in nearby communities, but to no 
avail. 


Last week, police dispatcher Sue Williams 


contacted Suburban Trib for help in notifying 
he public about the grave markers in hopes 
someone would recognize them. 


AS SOON AS she turned the newspaper’s 
page and saw photographs of the markers, 
Judith Bredeweg of Bolingbrook recognized 
them. 

“It was a funny feeling,’”’ said Bredeweg, 
founder of the Bolingbrook Historical 
Society. And it wasn’t the first time the 
tombstones were lost. 

Martha, who died at 2 years, and Robert, 
who died almost a year to the day later at age 
16, were buried among the early settlers of 
the farmland that once filled the area where 
Bolingbrook now stands, —,, to Brede- 
weg. 


THEY WERE buried in Boardman Ceme- 
tery on a small, grassy hilloff Royce Road in 
Bolingbrook before there was a Bolingbrook. 
Martha’s passing was remembered with the 
inscription: “Two bright, blissful years with 
a soul undefiled through this desert of tears 


walked our innocent child.” Her brother’s 


epitah is “Fond hope of earthly bliss how 
vain. ? ‘ 
Grass and earth gradually amassed over 
the children’s graves and the others in 
Boardmen Cemetery until eventually there 
was little sign that a graveyard existed. | 
Not until the 1960s when a girl walking 
through a cornfield stumbled onto the ceme- 
tery was there renewed interest in the plots. 


THE FLEDGLING historical society 
adopted restoration of the graves as Bicen- 
tennial project in 1975 and spent months 
scraping away six inches of dirt that covered 
90 tombstones, among them the markers for 
Robert and Martha Brown. 

In August of this year, vandals stormed 
through the graveyard, knocking over six 
tombstones and stealing the Browns’ mark- 
ers. 
“TI was really sad to see them gone, 
especially the one for Martha. The in- 
scription was so loving. People back then 
sentimentalized death so,’’ Bredeweg said. 

SHE HOPED the markers would turn up 
somewhere but wasn’t terribly optimistic, 
especially when she heard gravemarkers as 
coffee tables are a mounting fad, she said. 

Bredeweg and another historical society 
member plan to retrieve the markers and 
mount them in cement over the graves. 

She said she doesn’t know anything about 
the children beyond the information on the 
tombstones, which list George and Hester 
Brown as the parents. However, they aren’t 
buried in the cemetery, nor are any other 
Browns. All records for the cemetery have 
seat | . 
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Memorial services were held 
Menday by the Bolingbrook His- 
torical Society, the VFW, and the 


‘American Legion posts at one of 


the area historic cemeteries. The 
setting was the Hill Crest Ceme- 


tery on East Boughton, which 


dates back to the 1830s. 


Unlike the Boardman Cemetery 
maintained by DuPage Township, 
Hill Crest is privately-owned and 
still active. | 

Local history buffs continue their 
efforts to remind the transient 
Bolingbrook population that his- 
tory here didn’t begin 12 years ago 
when the village was incorporated. 
James Bingle, author of ‘‘Boling- 
brook Does Too Have a History,’’ 
along with the historical society, 
recently proposed to the village 
government the preservation of an 


early name for this area. They 


suggested that the new road to be 
constructed around the present 
village hall site be named Barbers 
Corners Road, after an early name 


of the intersection of what is now 


Boughton Road and Il. Rt. 53. 

It has only been the last few 
years that ‘‘Barbers Corners’’ has 
been replaced on road maps by the 
name ‘‘Bolingbrook.’’ (The Bar- 
bers were an early farm family who 
owned land near the corner, which 
was one of the sites for the first 
U.S. Post Office in DuPage Town- 
ship). 

Why wasn’t the village named 
Barbers Corners? Because Dover 
Construction Company which built 
Colonial Village and Westbury 
used the name Bolingbrook on the 
official plat maps. Where Dover 
got the name no one knows, says 
Bingle. He indicates that a better 
name for the new village might 


June 1, 1978 
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that he would like to see a list of 
historical names of the area be 
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submitted to the village to be used _ 


by developers when naming new . 
streets. 
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Colors of the Special Recreation Explorer Post were among 
those displayed at this Monday’s Memorial Service at the 
Boardman Cemetary. About 60 area residents gathered to honor 
war dead in an annual ceremony sponsored by the Historical 
Society and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. | 
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Photo by Pal Varney) 
EARLY SETTLERS ang Civil War veterans rest in the Boardman Cemetery in 
Bolingbrook. 





Historic Boardma 


by Valerie Vondrak 

Over the years, vandals 
have sometimes attacked the 
historic Boardman Cemetery 
on Royce road. Headstones 
have occasionally been over- 
turned or broken, but noth- 
ing in the past has ever 
equaled the massive destruc- 
tion that occurred last week 
at the remote burial site. 


‘Tt was a deliberate attack 
on the cemetery,’ James 
Bingle, DuPage Township 
Assessor, said Monday about 
the vandalism that left few 
of the 138-year-old ceme- 
tery’s headstones untouched. 


“The big problem is that 
nobody seems to care,’’ con- 
tinued Bingle. “It was a 
property crime rather than a 
personal crime, but to me it 
was a great desecration of a 
large magnitude. It upsets 
me greatly.’’ 

Bingle, who lives near the 
cemetery, was one of the 
people responsible for bring- 
ing about the restoration of 
the pioneer burial ground in 
the 1970’s. 


He said a _ neighborhood 
girl, Lois Michel, discovered 





the cemetery and asked him 
about it in 1972. This led him 
to discover that it belonged 
to Will County. 

“The Will County Board 
was persuaded to deed the 
cemetery to DuPage Town- 
ship so that it could be taken 
care of properly,’’ Bingle 
said. ‘‘Shortly after that, the 
Bolingbrook Historical Soci- 
ety was organized, in 1975, 
and restoring the cemetery 
became one of its early proj- 
ects.”’ 

The cemetery was deeded 
to Will County in 1846 by 
Capt. Harry Boardman for a 
fee of $1. Capt. Boardman 
was one of the original set- 
tlers of northern Will Coun- 
ty, and the cemetery was 
originally part of his farm on 
Royce road. 

The first known burial, 
that of Elizabeth Cleveland, 
occurred on Nov. 20, 1832. 
There followed 86 other buri- 
als until, in 1927, Eliza 
Royce was buried there. Fol- 
lowing her burial, the ceme- 
tery became abandoned, and 
was eventually overgrown 
and then forgotten until the 
1970’s. 


A headstone for one of the Royce graves lies 
broken following a vandal attack at the Boardman 


Cemetery last week. 


(Photos by Paul Burd) 
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ery hit by vandals 





Broken tombstones mark a trail of destruction that ironically forms a cross. 


“I will certainly make an 
attempt to get some repair 
done,”’ Bingle said. ‘‘It’s to 
the point where heavy equip- 
ment will be needed to re- 
place some of the stones. We 
will probably have to make 
it more difficult for people to 
gain access to the cemetery. 
I feel a concerted effort 
should be made to find who- 
ever has done this.’’ 


In another incident involv- 
ing vandals in that same 
area, Naperville’s Fire and 
Arson Investigation Team is 
investigating a fire in a barn 
owned by the City of Naper- 
ville, located on Royce road, 
just east of Naperville road. 


The fire, which started 
shortly after midnight on 


aaa 


Sunday, caused an estimated 
$200 damage. 

According to initial fire 
and police reports, a resi- 
dent whose home borders the 
barn, reported the fire, 
which is believed to have 
been started by vandals who 
set some straw on fire. 

Firefighters arrived in 


time to keep the damages to 
a minimum. 


According to Clark, the 
barn was very old and in ex- 
cellent condition. 


The fire is still under 
investigation. Officials have 
not determined if the two in- 
cidents are related. 





by Valerie Vondrak 

Over the ‘years, vandals 
have sometimes attacked the 
historic Boardman Cemetery 
on Royce road. Headstones 
have occasionally been over- 
turned or broken, but noth- 
ing in the past has ever 
equaled the massive destruc- 
tion that occurred last week 
at the remote burial Site. 


“It was a deliberate attack 
on the cemetery,” James 
Bingle, DuPage Township 
Assessor, said Monday about 
the vandalism that left few 


of the 138-year-old ceme- 


tery’s headstones untouched. 


“The big problem is that 
nobody seems to care,’’ con- 
tinued Bingle. “It was a 
property crime rather than a 
personal crime, but to me it 
was a great desecration of a 
large magnitude. It upsets 
me greatly.” — 

Bingle, who lives near the 
cemetery, was one of the 
people responsible for bring- 
ing about the restoration of 
the pioneer burial ground in 
the 1970’s. 


He said a neighboriiood 
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Historic Boardman 


the cemetery and asked him 
about it in 1972. This led him 
to discover that it belonged 
to Will County. 

“The Will County Board 
was persuaded to deed the 
cemetery to DuPage Town- 
Ship so that it could be taken 
care of properly,” Bingle 
Said. ‘‘Shortly after that, the 
Bolingbrook Historical Soci- 
ety was organized, in 1975, 
and restoring the cemetery 
became one of its early proj- 
ects.”’ 

The cemetery was deeded 
to Will County in 1846 by 
Capt. Harry Boardman for a 
fee of $1. Capt. Boardman 
was one of the original set- 
tlers of northern Will Coun- 

» and the cemetery was 
originally part of his farm on 
Royce road. 

The first known burial, 
that of Elizabeth Cleveland, 


occurred on Nov. 20, 1832. 
There followed 86 other buri- 
als_ until, in 1927, Eliza 


Royce was buried there. Fol- 
lowing her burial, the ceme- 
tery became abandoned, and 
was eventually overgrown 
and then forgotten until the 
1970’s. 
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Sunday, caused an estimated 
$200 damage. 

According to initia] fire 
and police reports, a resi- 
dent whose home borders the 
barn, reported the fire, 
which is believed to have 
been started by vandals who 
Set some straw on fire. ) 

Firefighters arrived in 
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Broken tombstones mark a trail of destruction that ironically torms a cross. 


time to keep the damages to 
a minimum. 


According to Clark, the 
barn was very old and in ex- 
cellent condition. 


The fire is still under 
investigation. Officials have 
not determined if the two in- 
cidents are related. 
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Scout restoring cemetery 


by Robert Legan 


DuPage township assessor James 
Bingle has high praise for the Boardman 
Cemetery restoration efforts of Naper- 
ville Eagle Scout candidate Tafe Hemler. 
-Bingle explained Hemler’s project at the 
DuPage township Sept. 28 meeting. 

The township owns the pioneer ceme- 
tery, which is just off Royce Road. 

Time and vandals had taken their toll 
on the 150-year-old cemetery that links 
Bolingbrook to its past. 

Bingle had led the way to basic 
maintenance of the cemetery. 

Restoration work at the cemetery 
include repairing broken headstones, 


weed pulling, mowing, leveling toppled 
headstones, and dealing with poison ivy. 

Hemler spent a total of 10 hours 
planning the project. He was assisted by 
fellow scouts Chris Sims, Clay Sims, 
Chad Strittmater, Joey D’Ereela, Scott 
Schmidt and Ryan Moore. 

The scouts spent more than 80 hours 
working on the cemetery grounds, with 
added help from Bingle and the scout- 
master. Hemler spent more than 20 hours 
on the restoration by himself, Bingle 
said. 

‘‘Tafe felt a real sense of pride in the 
completion of this project,’’Bingle said. 
The restoration project was completed 
between July 24 and Aug. 9 of this year. 

Tombstones at Boardman begin with 
the headstone of Elizabeth Cleveland, 
who dies in 1832. The most recent burial 
in Boardman Cemetery was that of Eliza 
Royce in 1927. | 

Bingle said the scout wil be awarded 
the Eagle Scout award at a court of honor 
in the near future. | 

Boardman Cemetery was the final 
resting place for many of the pioneer 
families that originally settled in this 
areas as easterners began claiming 
farmland out west in what became 
Illinois. 
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Naperville Troop 107 Boy Scout Tafe Hemler cleans a tombstone in the Boardman 


leSun Wednesday, 
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cemetery off Royce road as part of his Eagle Scout project. 


Naper Boy Scout renews 
cemetery for Eagle project 


by Julie Roys 

Braving poison ivy, waist- 
high weeds and rumored 
spooks, Naperville Troop 107 
Boy Scout Tafe Hemler and 
his comrades renovated the 
Boardman Cemetery off 
Royce road this summer. 

But before any vines were 
hacked or tombstones re- 
paired, 13-year-old Tafe spent 
10 hours planning the under- 
taking — his Eagle Scout 
project. 

Tafe first called James Bin- 
gle, DuPage Township asses- 
sor and voluntary custodian 
of the cemetery, and received 
the go-ahead for the renova- 
tion. Once this was accom- 
plished, Tafe obtained the 
necessary approvals from 
Dave Duenkel, Troop 107 
assistant scoutmaster. 

Designing the project was 
probably the most challeng- 
ing task, Tafe said. 

‘TI wrote out my plan, dis- 
cussed it with various people 
and called people to work on 
the project,’’ said Tafe. ‘‘Get- 
ting people to work was the 
hardest part. Once we got 
neanle to work. it was actu- 


~ 'Tafe’s father, Frank Heml- 


er, explained that the plan- 
ning stage of an Eagle Scout 
project is considered most 
important by Boy Scout lead- 
ers. 

‘““It shows the scout’s ability 
to organize the task and get it 
done,”’ he said. 

Still, even after the comple- 
tion of the plan, a huge job lay 
before the coordinated group 
of six scouts, Bingle, Duenkel 
and Tafe’s parents, Frank 
and Dawn Hemler. 

‘‘When I first saw the ceme- 
tery,’’ Tafe said, ‘“‘the weeds 
were about four feet high, poi- 
son ivy had taken over most 
of the fence and a lot of stones 
needed repairing. It looked 
like a real big job.”’ 

The team first began mow- 
ing, trimming and mending 
on July 24. Tafe said the 


group would work weekdays . 


from 10 a.m. to 2 or 4 p.m., 
with a half-hour lunch break 
in between. 


Sometimes the group would - 


take rest breaks, but when 


they did so it was on Tafe’s: 
he directed the’ 


initiative; 
whole of the project. 


The project was not com- 
pleted without its share of 
hardships. Tafe said his arms 
were covered with a reaction 
to the poison ivy. 

He added, ‘‘Holding up the 
Weed Eater for about five 
hours, my arms got a little 
tired.’”’ 

The Weed Eater was not the 


only thing Tafe had to hold 


up. Because some of the 
stones had sunk unevenly into 
the ground, Tafe and his co- 
workers had to dig beneath 
the stones, raise them with a 
lever and in pack a pile of 
rocks. 

Also, some _ tombstones 
were cracked and needed re- 
pairing. To fix the stones, 
Tafe would mix black and 
white epoxy and apply it to 
both edges of the crack, 
creating a hard bond in a cou- 
ple of days. 

The total project, which 
was finished Aug. 9, required 
approximately 105 working 
hours. 

Some of those who benefit 
from the project are the 
friends and relatives of those 
buried in the cemetery. His- 


torical societies will also 
enjoy touring the renovated 
site because the graveyard 
dates back to 1832 and con- 
tains some Civil War vet- 
erans’ graves. 7 


Sunday, Tafe met with th 
Boy Scout Board of Review, 
which voted to award him the 
Eagle Scout Award. It is the 
culmination of three years of 
work during which Tafe 
earned 21 merit badges and 
six badges of rank. 


“TI learned a great deal 
doing this Eagle Project,” 
said Tafe. ‘‘One of the things I 
learned is why people always 
say that the project is the 
hardest part of attaining the 
Eagle badge. 


‘“T agree with them. I 
learned leadership ways that 
will help me all through life. I 
certainly learned to respect 
the desires of other people. 


‘‘When I look at the ceme- 
tery now, I feel a sense of 
pride and satisfaction in the 
finished project. Those who 
helped me and I can see it 
was a worthwhile project for 


our community.’’ 


O U R T O W N S July 19, 1992 The Herald-News Section 3 5 
OLD CEMETERY ) 














STEVE SUMNER/ HERALD-NEWS 


Harry Boardman set aside a couple of acres of his was buried there in 1877 at age 83. Over the years 
land as a community cemetery in 1832. Within three —_— since, it was vandalized, but in 1972 it was 
years, two of his small children would lie there. He renovated. ~ 
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Rath A. Corbin 


7714 Alioy Avenue - Naples, FLorida 33942 
Phone: 813-592-0858 FAX:313-591-3748 


November 2, 1994 


Mr. R.W. Koch 

Naperville Cemetery Association 
705 S. Washington St., 
Naperville, Illinois 60540 


Dear Mr. Koch: 
In reference to the child's headstone that I discussed with you 


while I was in Hinsdale, Il., I have located the headstone and have 
been able, for the most part, to make out the inscription. 


The top line has worn away so that I cannot read it, but the rest 
of the inscription seems faily legible. It reads: 
H Ye 
CHAUNCEY II 
son of 
fi op 
AIL& ML 
ROYCE 


Oct. 24, 1860 





aged 


11 mos. 2 days 


I will feel much better if this is. put in the proper place. I am 
sure you can @ind records of the cemetery. I understand that it has 
been restored and made into a park. I would appreciate hearing from 
you. I think the cemetery was on the far eaSt side of Naperville 
south of Hobson road. I am sorry I can't tell you anything further 
about it. 


Sincerely yours, 


bn yats = 


Ruth A. Cordin <-> ee . Hse 
a Oy = £5 ob 28 Co es, ae Le Ss cy reo - 5 rae oe. Be CIV pm . tm Ie rode iam 








to Larry & Susie Meal. Rt. 2 Rox 565 Willow Springs Mo. 65793 11/13/94 


11/13/94 


Susie Meal: 


By way of introducing myself, I’m connected with the. Naperville 
Cemetery and I have something to tell you that may prove of 
interest to you; at least I hope so and that you can help me. 
Briefly, I had a conversation with a women from Florida a couple of 
weeks ago and she told me that she was in possession of an old 
tombstone from the Royce cemetery out on Royce road. She had, she 
told me acquired the stone 15 or so years ago in a garage sale out 
on Hobson Rd. Now she’d like to see it returned to the cemetery. 
She subsequently sent me a sketch of the stone and my research 
leads me to believe it may be part of your family. This is what it 
supposedly looks like. 


—= —~ . 
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CHAUNCEY ITI 


son of 









AIL & ML 
ROYCE 

| OCT. 24, 1860 
aged 


11 mos. 9 days 





—_—-—- 


The Royce family was here at the time of Joe Naper and I understand 
you are a descendant. How I learned of you, you Mother was a 
member of the Eastern Star and I learned of you through Bill and 
Virginia Webb. Can you help us in any way or would you know of 
someone up here that could help us. It’s so much a part of the 
towns history that I’d like to see it returned to the cemetery if 
it still exists. I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely 


R.W. Koch 








Started March 15, 1842 Tel. 355-10 
el. -1057 


Naperville Cemetery 


705 South Washington St. 
NAPERVILLE, ILL. 60540 


12/2/94 


Dear Jim: 
Thank you for taking Don Zaininger and Il out to the Boardman 
cemetery this afternoon. We both learned a lot about our 


community. I/’11 get in touch with Florida before the weeks over. 


Thought you might be interested in the cemetery records we have 





about the Royce’s- Tf they help you, keep them, if not you can 


destroy them. Thanks again. 


* 1 FOL pheg 


Bob Koch 





















Memorial Da 
OPEN HOUSE 


Historic Boardman 
Cemetery 


Monday, May 29, 1995 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


Please join the Bolingbrook VF W 
Post for the raising of the flag and salute 
to the one known Civil War Veteran 
at 9:00 am, 


The Boardman Cemetery is located on Paxson Drive off of 
Royce Road on Bolingbrook’s northside 


__ SOUTHWEST BRIEFING 37-3 
- he. un na ee ~ Chicago Tribune, Monday, May 29,1995 _ Section 2 


Civil War soldier to be honore In cemetery tribute 


@ Bolingbrook: This year’s Memorial Day open _Drey, chairwoman of the commission. The oldest of 
_ house at Boardman Cemetery will feature a tribute the 95 graves in Boardman dates to 1832, she said. 
_ to a local man buried there after he was killed in Boardman Cemetery, on Paxton Drive near Royce 
the Civil War. Road, has been inactive since 1999 and was all but | 
The Bolingbrook Veterans of Foreign Wars will forgotten in the decades following. Since its redis- 
raise the flag and offer a salute to Andrew Ingals,a covery in 1972, it was acquired by DuPage Town- 
21-year-old soldier killed at Vicksburg, Miss. ship and ight oda th the help of the village and 
Memorial Day is one of two days during the year commission volunteers, 
that the Boardman Cemetery is opened to the public _As part of its effort to make sure the cemetery is 
for tours by the Historic Preservation Commission, recognized for its historical significance, the com- 
Commission volunteers also organize an open house mission this Memorial Day will place a new sign at 
every Halloween. During the rest of the year, group the site. The sign was made and donated by com- 
tours of the inactive cemetery can be scheduled by mission member Bill Davidek along with his 
special request. brother, Jerry Davidek, and bg ok a pe gt 
’ i “There was never any large, attractive s ere 
Rega 34 open house will run from 9 am. to 3 before,” Drey said. “This is a very nice hana 
“People say Bolingbrook doesn’t have a history; Wooden sign. . 
Bolingbrook does too have a history,” said Peggy Shirley Siluk Gregory 
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TOWN OF DUPAGE 


Office of Ohe Assessor 


JAMES D. BINGLE 


Assessor 


241 Canterbury Lane Phone (708) 759-1315 
Bolingbrook, IL 60440 FAX (708) 759-6163 


January 9, 1995 


Ruth A. Cordin 
7714 Ahoy Ave. 
Naples, Florida 33942 


Dear Mrs. Cordin: 


I am the caretaker of the Boardman Cemetery located off of Royce 
road just southeast of Naperville in Bolingbrook, Illinois. You were 
recently very kind to send to us the tombstone of Chautacey Royce, an 
11 mouth old baby who died in 1880 (not 1860). We understand that you 
acquired the stone some 15 years ago at a garage sale on Hobson road. 


Needless to say, we were most happy to have this stone returned. 
Although there are no written records of the cemetery (now strictly a 
historic site), two earlier surveys of the burials (in the 1940s and 
in the early 1970s) both listed this particular stone, including the 
phrase "Our Little Darling" that you were unable to make out. But for 
the past 15 years or so, although we listed it on our inventory of 
grave sites, we were unable to locate the stone. Now we know why. 


Thank you so very much for helping to make Boardman Cemetery whole 
again. I'm sorry that we were unable to schedule a visit to Boardman 
Cemetery for you during your recent visit to the Naperville area. 
Please let us know the next time you visit, and we will be sure to 
give you a guided tour. In any case, I am enclosing copies of two 
news articles concerning your recent generous gesture in returning the 
stone. 


Thank you once again. 


Sincerely, 


James D. Bingle 
DuPage Township Assessor 
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Boardman Cemetery open 





Boardman Cemetery in Bol- 
ingbrook will be open Halloween 
night from 7 to 10 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 31. The cemetery is open to 
the general public only twice a 
year: Memorial Day and Hal- 
loween. | 

“Quite the opposite of scaring 
or titillating people by showing 
them where the oldest bones are 
buried, we open the cemetery on 
Halloween to take them back to 
an earlier time. We talk about 
the lives of our early pioneers 
who are laid to rest in the ceme- 
tery,” said Peggy Drey, who 
chairs the Bolingbrook Historic 
Preservation Commission. 

Commissioners, carrying 
gaslit lanterns, show visitors 
around the small cemetery, ex- 
plaining how Capt. Harry 
Boardman donated the plot for 
the first burial ground in 1832 for 
the original settlers. 

The cemetery, which was ac- 
tive from the 1830s to 1930s, is 
now preserved solely as a his- 

toric site. 

_ “We’re also protecting the 
cemetery with our annual 
Boardman Watch,” Drey said. 
The old cemetery, which was all 
but abandoned and forgotten in 
the middle of empty fields for 40 
years, has been the subject of a 
urban myth that brought un- 


welcome visitors, especially — 


around Halloween. 
High = schoolers from 
Naperville and Bolingbrook 
passed around the story, which 
is not true, that Boardman was 
supposedly mentioned in a na- 
tional tabloid as one of the most 
haunted cemeteries in the coun- 


“Teens who still show up on 
Halloween because they’ve 
heard that myth may be disap- 
pointed to find that it isn’t haunt- 
ed, but since we started the 
tours they end up actually en- 
joying some of the history we 
make them listen to as we show 
them around,” said Drey. 

Boardman Cemetery is now 


‘surrounded by houses on Bol- . 


ingbrook’s far north side. The 
neighbors also take great pride 





during Halloween night 


- Route 53 to the Heritage Creek 


and interest in the cemetery and 
help guard it. 

To reach the historic burial 
ground, take Route 53 to Royce 





subdivision, and turn onto Pax- 
son Drive. The cemetery is lo- 
cated across from. Heritage 
Creek Park. — 


Road, go about a mile west of 


Thursday, October 26,1995 The Metropolitan 


Cemetery op 
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good scare, history lesson 


Boardman Cemetery in 
Bolingbrook will be open 7-10 
p.m. Oct. 31 for more than just 
a good scare. 

The cemetery is open just 
twice each year: at Halloween 
and on Memorial Day. 

According to Peggy Drey, 
chairwoman of the Boli- 
ngbrook Historic Preservation 
Commission, Halloween is not 
about scaring people. 

“Quite the opposite of scar- 
ing or titilating people by 
showing them where the old- 
est bones are buried, we open 
the cemetery on Halloween to 
take them back to an earlier 
time. We talk about the lives 


‘of our early pioneers who are 


laid to rest in the cemetery.” 

Commissioners, with gas-lit 
lanterns, show visitors around 
the small cemetery, explaining 
how Capt. Hary Boardman 
donated the plot in 1832 as the 
area’s first burial ground — 
used by the original settlers. 

The cemetery was active 
from the 1830s to the 1930s, 
and now is preserved soley as 
a historic site. 

“We’re also protecting the 
cemetery with our: annual 
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Boardman Watch,” said Drey. 

The old cemetery, which 
was all but abandoned and 
forgotten, lodged in the middle 
of empty fields for 40 years, 
has been the subject of an 
urban myth that brought un- 
welcome visitors, especially — 
around Halloween, according 
to Drey. 

High School students from 
Naperivile and Bolingbrook 
have passed around a story 
that Boardman is one of the 
most haunted cemeteries in 
the country. 

“Teens who still show up on 
Halloween because _they’ve 
heard that myth may be dis- 
appointed to find that it isn’t 
haunted,” Drey said. “But 
since we started the tours, 
they end up actually enjoying 
some of the history we make 
them listen to as we show 
them around.” 

To reach the historic bury- 
ing ground, take Route 53 to 
Royce Road; go about a mile 
west to Heritage Creek sub- 
division; then turn onto Pax- 
son Drive, where the ceme- 
tery is located across from 
Heritage Creek Park. 
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@ Cemetery 


Continued from Page 3 


dire need of repair after the ac- 


knowledged re-discovery of the 
cemetery, DuPage Township then 
acquired the deed in 1972 and 
agreed to work with the Will Coun- 


ty Historical Society to preserve 


the grounds. 





THe SUM - NUWE 


time,” Michel said. “I wouldn’t 
say I discovered it. I just started 


making noise about it because I 


was interested in local history and 
I was just curious. I would ask 
Jim Bingle about who owned it 
and why it was such a mess. I 
thought cemeteries should be kept 
up.” 
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“We knew about it for a long 
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REGISTRATIONS 
Now being accepted at: 

ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE SCHOOL 

aoe 505 KINGSTON 

) ROMEOVILLE, ILLINOIS 

* Pre-school Program - Morning or Afternoon 

* Full Day Kindergarten 

* Regular Elementary School 1-8 

* Limited before school and after school daycare for 

students of St. Andrews 
* Computer Classes 
* Band Classes available. _ 


Please Call Sr. Dee Rummel, OSF at 815-886-5953 





DIETING YOUR DOG 


QUESTION: What’s the best procedure for 
putting an overweight dog on a diet? 


ANSWER: First check with a veterinarian to determine the 
amount of weight loss required and discuss your pet’s 
nutritional needs. Then begin the slimming program. 
Decrease your doq’s caloric intake by switching to a 
quality reduced calorie food or your veterinarian may 
recommend a lower calorie prescription diet. You may 
want to divide the food into two feedings to help satisfy 
your dog’s appetite. Put the food down for about 20 


minutes. If your dog does not eat in that time period, pick 3 
y up the food. 


Then devise an exercise program with your veterinarian’s 0 


assistance. Start by taking 
short walks with your pet 
in mild weather and 
gradually increase the 
distance. z : 


thePet | 
Practice. 


570 Concord Lane (708) 
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Her questions set Bingle on a 
search for answers. And now the 
Story of the cemetery and those 
buried in it can be shared with oth- 
ers. 

There’s lots of stories about the 
families who are buried there, 
Michel said, and she’s happy that 
more people can now appreciate 
the place where she once played, 
the place where early pioneers of 
what is now Bolingbrook have 
been laid to rest. 

“I feel fortunate to have grown 
up around here with acres of trees 
and fields,” Michel said. “With 
homes there now, it’s nice because 
there was some problems with 
vandalism at Boardman’s and 
now people can keep a closer eye 
on it. 

“It’s also good to be able to 
share this with many more people 
now that it’s been restored.” 

Bingle said this cemetery is im- 
portant because it is part of the pi- 
oneering heritage in this area and 
these people should not be forgot- 
ten again. 

“We’ve been opening this on 
Memorial Day for almost 15 or 20 
years,” Bingle said. 

And because the weather was 
rainy on Monday, Bingle said he 
was surprised by the number of 
people coming into the cemetery 
to learn of others who came here 
long before them. 

“I don’t mind giving the tours,” 
he said. “These people came here 
and settled here. We probably had 
00 or more people stop in today. 
Many of them live in this area and 
they were curious. They pass by 
here all the time and look through 
the gate. I’m sure many of them 
aren’t even aware that their street 
names are named for the people 
here. It’s sort of kept quiet, but 
there’s a lot of history here. It’s 
a real interesting place.” 
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Group aims to restore historical cemetery 


‘ Bolingbrook’s past: 


Fund-raising to support 
work at Boardman 
Cemetery 


By Jessica Royer 
COPLEY NEWSPAPERS 


BOLINGBROOK — Originally, 
Boardman Cemetery’s fence was made ' 


of cornstalks. 

“You can just imagine this 
surrounded by corn with two dirt tracks 
heading out to the road,” said Judy 
Bredeweg, a member of Bolingbrook’s 
Historic Preservation Commission as 
she surveys the quiet cemetery, which 
has been here since 1832. 

These days, Boardman Cemetery is 
surrounded by Heritage Creek 
subdivision and a cyclone (chain-link) 
fence. It has the look of a shady back 
yard, just without the house. 

, “The cyclone fence doesn’t really fit 
in, ” Bredeweg said. Topped with 
barbed wire and draped with greenery, 


. the fence looks rather severe for its 
- surroundings. A bright red slide on the 


playground across the street peeks 
through the tombstones in one 
direction, and well-kept suburban 


-homes cozy up on the other sides. But 


despite appearances, the cemetery 
caretakers know the fence is necessary. 

“T had to bail two of the stones out of 
the Clarendon Hills Police De- 
partment,” 
commission keeps pictures of the 95 
headstones on file for ready 
identification if they’re stolen. 

“This has been called the most 
haunted cemetery in the northern 
area,” Bredeweg said. “Kids come from 
St. Charles to see it. We used to guard it 
and call the cops, but then, we decided 
to open it up.” 

Last Halloween, the commission 
brought about 400 people on a tour 
through the cemetery. They also open 
Boardman on Memorial Day, as well as 
by sbemeaiiia: | 


Bredeweg said. The | 





“Almost every time it’s open, 
someone walks in with questions,” said 
Robert Schanks, DuPage Township 
supervisor and one of the cemetery’s 


caretakers. “That’s what it’s all about.” 


The commission has done its 
homework, too. Members are more 


_ than ready to answer the questions 


visitors might have. 

“The Bolingbrook Historical Society 
(now the Preservation Commission) made 
it their Bicentennial project to restore the 
cemetery,” said Bredeweg, who was 
president of the newly formed Historical 
Society in 1976, as well as Bicentennial 
chairwoman for Bolingbrook. 

The group catalogued the graves, the 


last of which went in around-1927; 


raised and restored grave markers, 
many of which had fallen over and been 
buried under inches of soil; and began 
giving tours. 
Former assessor’s role 7 

A big participant in these efforts was 


~ 


‘SMONIDIOT 


VASNA WILSON/COPLEY NEWSPAPERS 
Robert Schanks, DuPage Township supervisor, isa caretaker of the historical 
Boardman Cemetery in Bolingbrook. Here, he pieces back together a tombstone 
from the cemetery, which is in need of restoration and a new fence. A fund-raising 
campaign will be launched with a golf outing Sept. 17. 


then-township Assessor Jim Bengal, 
who retired from his post late last year. 

“He was our assessor for 28 years, 
and this became his pet project,” said 
township Secretary Joan Heiberger. 
“The cemetery is in pretty good shape 
now, but the fence is in bad shape.” 

After Bengal retired, $1,800 was left 
over from money collected for his 
retirement dinner. He donated this 
money to begin a cemetery restoration 
project, and the Boardman Cemetery 
Committee was formed. 

“The committee is made up of 
members of the township and of the 
Bolingbrook Preservation Commission,” 
said Cathy Bouley, committee member 
and president of the preservation 
commission. “The township oversees 
the cemetery’s land, and the 
preservation commission watches over 
the stones and puts on programs.” 

The committee has 16 members, but 
Bouley hopes that more will join as 
fund-raising efforts get under way. 


SMIN PIPIOH PY] G66T ‘9 Joquiajdas ‘Aepuop gy — * 


“A cemetery should be a memorial 
for people,” said Schanks, a committee 
member. “I’m a firm believer in that. 
We're going to take down this cyclofie 
fence and put in something nice.” »- » 

Specifically, the committee plans-fo 
replace the current fence and entran¢e 
gate with a wrought-iron fence, stone 
pillars and a plaza with seating. a 

“In effect, a rural cemetery, “will 
change toa turn-of. the-century urban 
cemetery setting,” according to a letter 


announcing the project's first fund- 


raising event. 


Paying for project aut 

About $50,000 will be needed to build 
the fence and plaza, complete with 
benches and access for the disabled. 
The committee hopes to have most:df 
the money in hand before beginning 
the project. 

“We're trying to have some fun ‘with 
this (fund-raising) ,” Bredeweg said. 
“We're kicking things off with the REP 
golf outing, and we’re also seHNjng 
bricks. Actually, we’re selling just about 
everything that can be sold.” 513 

The golf outing will be Sept. 17, but 
the committee also is planning evénts 
such as a fish fry during the Lenten 
season. 

Also, for various amounts donated, 
contributors can have their names placed 
on a plaque at the DuPage Township 
office, a plaque at Boardman Cemetery, 
on the cemetery’s decorative plaza 
bricks, or on a pillar, bench, ornamental 
marble piece or lighting fixture. 

The committee is eager to get going 
on the project, and at least some 
members see this effort as just the 
beginning of what they’d liké to 
accomplish. 

“If I’m still around, I’d like to see 
(Boardman Cemetery) resodded and 
have the graves fixed neatly,” Schanks 
said. “There’s also Alexander Cemetery 
in Romeoville. That could be our next 
project.” 

For more information about the 
Boardman Cemetery project, contact 


~~ 


Cathy Bouley 4 (630) 759-1058. 
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By Dan Carney 


-; Every Halloween, a group of 
‘people congregate around the 
old Boardman Cemetery in Bo- 
lingbrook. 

They are not there to tell 
ghost stories or to spot an ap- 
parition. They are there to dis- 
pel any macabre tales that 
anyone might have heard about 
the place. 


LIFEstyle 


Deadlines 


Apparently, word has gotten 
around that the cemetery, 
which dates back to the 1830s, is 
listed in Time-Life Books’ 
‘‘Mystic Places” as being ex- 
tremely haunted. 

“The rumor that is going 
through the schools is that this 
is a very spooky place,”’ said 
DuPage Township Assessor 
Jim Bingle, who was _ in- 





Prominent people 
buried in Boardman 


In 1975, the Bolingbrook Historical Society was formed 
and one of their first tasks, besides helping with the 
Boardman Cemetery refurbishment, was to work up 
character histories of the names that came out of the 
cemetery. 

A year later, they received a lot of help when an 1878 
book entitled ‘‘The History of Will County”’ was reprinted 
and many of those names were detailed in mini- 
biographies. 

Some of the more prominent people who are buried there 
include: 

e Civil War veteran Andrew E. Ingals, who died in battle 
at the age of 21 in Gallatin, Tenn. on Feb. 15, 1863. 

e Jonathon and Polly Royce (d. 1863 and 1875, respec- 
tively), who at one time owned close to 4,000 acres of land. 
It is said that 80 carriages attended Polly’s funeral. 
Several members of the Royce family are buried in the 
Boardman Cemetery. In fact, nine of the last 12 people 
buried there were Royces. 

e Seth Wescott (d. Feb. 26, 1874), who lived with his wife 

Mary Jane on 320 acres on the south side of the DuPage 
_ River. They parented seven children. He was a mounted 
_ volunteer in the Black Hawk War. In 1855, he donated some 
of his land for what became known as Barber’s Corner 
_ School. 
_ @ Harry Boardman, who died at the age of 83 on May 30, 
1877, arrived in the area from New York in 1831. He 
received the title of captain presumably when he was put 
in command of a volunteer company that organized to 
protect the settlements in the Black Hawk War of 1832. It is 
said that he bought the first McCormick reaper in the area. 
He donated pari of his farm for the cemetery, and by 1835, 
he had already buried two of his own children there — 1- 
year-old Clarke and 21-year-old daughter, H.L. 
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: Noon Friday for Wednesday paper, noon Wednesday for Saturday paper 


olingbrook cemetet 


strumental in rejuvenating the 
cemetery back in the 1970s. 
‘“‘T’ve looked through the book 
and I haven’t been able to find 
it.” 

But the rumor is_ strong 
enough to bring Halloween 
thrill seekers from as far away 
as the northwest suburbs, and 
Bingle, as well as Bolingbrook 
Village Clerk Carol Penning 
and Bolingbrook resident Judy 
Bredeweg, camp out there 
every Oct. 31 to tell potential 
ghost hunters to look elsewhere. 

On one dark Halloween night, 
however, even the protectors of 
the cemetery had to wonder if 
there was some truth to the 
hearsay. Penning said she and 
a group of six or seven residents 
were scared out of their wits 
when a neighborhood resident 
showed up in the graveyard 
wearing a raincoat, and in the 
darkness, he looked like, well, a 
ghost. 

“The only thing that saved 
me was something in the back 
of my mind told me that ghosts 
don’t wear glasses,’’ Penning 
said. 
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Located in the Bolingbrook 
subdivision of Heritage Creek 
off Royce Road, the Boardman 
Cemetery was once part of an 
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y is a mystic place 


-acre farm belonging to Cap- 
lin Harry Boardman, one of 
le earliest settlers south of 
ill County. Between 1832 and 
27, more than eighty people, 
cluding such prominent 
ames as Royce, Barber and 
reeman, were buried there. 
But sometime over the 40 
sars that followed, the ceme- 
ry was forgotten and became 
weed thicket in the middle of a 
wnfield. 

That is until 1967, when 11- 
sar-old Lois Michel was walk- 
g her dog in the area and 
erally stumbled upon the 
‘aveyard ina grove of trees. 
Michel asked several neigh- 
rs if they knew anything 
out it, but she received little 
formation. She then turned to 
ingle, who she knew was the 
‘ea’s local historian. 

But it wasn’t until 1971, when 
ingle was elected DuPage 
ownship assessor, that he lo- 
ited an 1846 deed that had 
rned the land over to Will 
ounty. 

“They didn’t even know they 
vned it,’’ Bingle said. 

After Bingle convinced 
unty officials that the ceme- 
ry was an important slice of 
cal history, Will County Board 
hairman Roy Hassert deeded 





the property back to the town- 
ship on April 28, 1972, so it could 
receive the care it needed. 

The next job was identifying 
all the people who were buried 
there, which was not easy con- 
sidering many of the grave- 
stones were weather-beaten, 
and in many cases, broken in 
several pieces. By sprinkling 
salt over the older stones and 
shining a flashlight at a certain 
angle, many of the names, 
dates and inscriptions were 
deciphered. 

Several of the graveyard’s 
inhabitants, it turned out were 
young children who could not 
survive the rugged pioneer 
lifestyle. Many others were 
young women who died during 
childbirth. 

The barbed wire fence that 
was overgrown with thicket 
was replaced with a wire fence, 
and local history buffs and even 
two future Eagle Scouts began 
the tedious task of clearing 
brush and setting the grave- 
stones back into the ground. 

Since that work was done, not 
all of the cemetery’s visitors 
were well-intentioned. In 1977, 
two of the headstones were 


Stolen out of the graveyard and 
later turned up on someone’s 
front lawn in Clarendon Hills on 
Halloween of that year. 

In 1984, an entire row of 
gravestones were knocked 
over, including the large Strong 
family headstone. All of them 
have since been repaired. 

And according to Bingle, 
there have been two instances 
of attempted grave robbery in 
the past 10 years. 


But all of that has stopped 
since the arrival of the Heritage 
Creek subdivision, which was 
annexed into Bolingbrook in 
1991 and is still under devel- 
opment. Every street in the 
subdivision was named after 
someone who is buried in the 
cemetery. 


The last burial in the grave- 
yard was on July 17, 1991, for 47- 
day-old Megan Lynn Leonard. 
Her family reportedly wanted 
her buried there so they could 
visit the gravesite frequently. 


‘‘The main reason this is not 
an active cemetery anymore is 
because we don’t know where 
all of the graves are,’’ Bingle 
Said. 
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He held the office of Justice of the Peace for several years Jane Wescott was well preserve 

and served as school treasurer for almost 20 years — tery in Bolingbrook was unattenc 
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he Strong family gravestone is noticeable among the smaller stones in the cemetery. Robert 


and Caroline Strong parented 11 children, seven of whom died before the age of 30, and most 
before they were 10. 





while the Boardman Ceme- 
:d. When it fell from its perch 


ed face first, which prevented Elizabeth Cleveland’s gravestone, from 
the cemetery. 


)uPage Township Assessor Jim Bingle (right) and Bolingbrook Village Clerk Carol Penning are 
o of the many people who have helped refurbish the Boardman Cemetery. 
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Baby gravestone returned 
from Florida for Boardman 


A headstone dating from 1880, for 
an 11-month-old baby boy, Chauncey 
Royce, has been returned to the his- 
toric Boardman Cemetery by a Flor- 
ida woman who bought it at a garage 
sale on Hobson Road some 15 years 
ago. 

Boardman Cemetery, located 
north of Royce Road and now sur- 
rounded by Heritage Creek subdivi- 
sion, is owned by DuPage Township 
Assessor Jim Bingle, who has been 
the adhoc overseer for years. 

Bingle brought the historic grave- 
stone in a well-padded box to the De- 
cember township meeting. He told 
the story of how it came to be re- 
turned. 

“I will feel much better if this is 
put in the proper place,” says the 
Florida woman, Ruth Cordin, who 
wrote to Mr. R. W. Kochof the Naper- 
ville Cemetery Association in No- 
vember. 

According to Bingle, the woman 
used to live in the area and acquired 
the tombstone at a garage sale on 


Hobson Road. 

“It was one of those deals where 
you pay $15 and get to take every- 
thing that didn’t sell during the day,” 
said Bingle. 7 


AFTER THE WOMAN retired 
and moved away, to Naples, Fla., she 
apparently thought she would feel 
better if the gravestone were re- 
turned to its rightful place. When 
Koch, of the Naperville association, 
realized it did not belong in Naper- 
ville, he contacted Bingle to see if it 
might belong in the Boardman 
Cemetery. 

Bingle said he would do a bit more 
research to determine exactly where 
the child’s grave is located. There are 
several Royce family members bur- 
ied in the cemetery, which is a final 
resting place for those many original 
settlers from the 1800's. 

The tombstone is in fairly good 
shape. It reads, “Chauncey H., son of 
A. H. & M. L. Royce, Oct. 24, 1880, 
aged 11 mo. 9 days.” 
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Child’s tombstone returned 


to Boardman Cemetery 


By Glenda Turck 


A bit of history returned to 
DuPage Township on Tuesday 
when James Bingle, township 
assessor and historian, present- 
ed the Township Board with a 
tombstone that had been miss- 
ing from the Boardman Ceme- 
tery on Royce Road. 

The small marble headstone 
with the poignant inscription 
“our little darling” dates from 


Oct. 24, 1860. It marked the 
grave of Chauncey Royce II, 
who was 11 months and 9 days 
old when he died. The tombstone 
has had quite an odyssey. 


A woman from Naples, Fla.,_ 


mentioned the headstone to 
Robert W. Koch of the 
Naperville Cemetery Associa- 
tion while on a recent visit here. 
Ruth Cordin of Naples said in a 
letter sent to Koch on Nov. 2 
that, “I will feel much better if 
this is put in the proper place.” 

Koch in turn contacted Susie 
Meal, who then contacted Bin- 
gle. The headstone was sent to 
Bingle, who presented it to the 
Township Board at its regular 
meeting. 


Cordin said, in her letter, she 
had bought the stone at a garage 
sale on Hobson Road about 15 





years ago. It is the third of at 
least five headstones that dis- 
appeared from the cemetery in 
the late ‘70s to be returned. 


In the ‘70s the Boardman 
Cemetery was an overgrown 
and abandoned relic of rural set- 
tlement and subject to quite a bit 
of vandalism. Since then there 
has been a successful effort to 
restore the cemetery because of 
its historical significance to this 
area. The oldest grave in the 
cemetery dates from 1832, the 
year recognized as the time of 
first white settlement. 


The headstone will be re-set 
at the cemetery as soon as it is 
possible to do so. For now, the 
much-traveled reminder of his- 
tory and parental mourning will 
remain safely at DuPage Town- 
ship offices. 


Child’s tombstone returned 
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to Boardman Cemetery 


By Glenda Turck 


A bit of history returned to 


, DuPage Township on Tuesday 


when James Bingle, township 
assessor and historian, present- 
ed the Township Board with a 
tombstone that had been miss- 
ing from the Boardman Ceme- 
tery on Royce Road. 

The small marble headstone 
with the poignant inscription 
“our little darling” dates from 


—_—_——— 





Oct. 24, 1880. It marked the 
grave of Chauncey Royce II, 
who was 11 months and 9 days 
old when he died. The tombstone 
has had quite an odyssey. 


A woman from Naples, Fa., . 


mentioned the headstone to 
Robert W. Koch of the 
Naperville Cemetery Associa- 
tion while on a recent visit here. 
Ruth Cordin of Naples said in a 
letter sent to Koch on Nov. 2 
that, “I will feel much better if 
this is put in the proper place.” 

Koch in turn contacted Susie 
Meal, who then contacted Bin- 
gle. The headstone was sent to 
Bingle, who presented it to the 
Township Board at its regular 
meeting. 


Cordin said, in her letter, she 
had bought the stone at a garage 
sale on Hobson Road about 15 
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years ago. It is the third of at 
least five headstones that dis- 
appeared from the cemetery in 
the late ‘70s to be returned. 


In the ‘70s the Boardman 
Cemetery was an overgrown 
and abandoned relic of rural set- 
tlement and subject to quite a bit 
of vandalism. Since then there 
has been a successful effort to 
restore the cemetery because of 
its historical significance to this 
area. The oldest grave in the 
cemetery dates from 1832, the 
year recognized as the time of 
first white settlement. 


The headstone will be re-set 
at the cemetery as soon as it is 
possible to do so. For now, the 
much-traveled reminder of his- 
tory and parental mourning will 
remain safely at DuPage Town- 
ship offices. 


Baby gravestone returned 
from Florida for Boardman 


A headstone dating from 1880, for Hobson Road. 


an 11-month-old baby boy, Chauncey 
Royce, has been returned to the his- 
toric Boardman Cemetery by a Flor- 
ida woman who bought it at a garage 
sale on Hobson Road some 15 years 
ae ata 
Boardman: Cemetery, located 
north of Royce Road and now sur- 
rounded by Heritage Creek subdivi- 


‘sion, is owned by DuPage Township 


Assessor Jim Bingle, who has been 
the adhoc overseer for years. 

Bingle brought the historic grave- 
stone in a well-padded box to the De- 
cember township meeting. He told 
the story of how it came to be re- 

“I will feel much better if this is 
put’ in the proper place,” says the 


Florida. woman,: Ruth Cordin, who 


wrote to Mr. R. W. Kochof the Naper- 
ville Cemetery Association in No- 


rove Pee es), 


vember: °"! ~*-=: 


“ According to Bingle, the woman 


used.-to live-in the area and acquired 
the tombstone ata garage sale on 


“It was one of those deals where 
you pay $15 and get to take every- 
thing that didn’t sell during the day,” 
said Bingle. at Be 


AFTER THE WOMAN :retired 
and moved away, to Naples, F'a., she 
apparently thought she would feel 
better if the gravestone were re- 
turned to its rightful place. When 
Koch, of the Naperville association, 
realized it did not belong in Naper- 
ville, he contacted Bingle to see if it 
might belong in the Boardman 
Cemetery. 

Bingle said he would do a bit more 
research to determine exactly where 
the child’s grave is located. There are- 
several Royce family members bur- 
ied in the cemetery, which is a final 
resting place for those many original 
settlers from the 1800's. 

The tombstone is in fairly good 
shape. It reads, “Chauncey H., son of 
A. H. & M. L. Royce, Oct.'24, 1880, 
aged 11 mo.9days.” = 
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The name is derived trom the Pace dlieds or tenant, 
It also meant the "borcer" or Cottager, There were various 
forms: Bordman, Bordeman, Bowrman, Borman, Boreman, Boarman, 
Boardeman, Boordman, and finally Boardman as the form accepted 
in America, ‘'he family is found at early dates in counties of 
London, Oxford, Devon, somerset, Lancaster, and Norwich, They 
were mostly landed gentry and yoemanry of Great Britain, The 
family, of Anglo-Saxon origin, was represented by William Bore. 
man of Oxfordshire in the early 16th century. 
Several Boardmans came to America in the early 1600's, 
rrobably the first was Thomag Boreman (descendants are known 
as Boardman), son of Thomas and wlitzabeth of Oxfordshire, He 
came to Ipswich, lass,, about 163k, Most of the authorities say 
his wife was Margaret and his children were Mary, Joanna, Daniel, 
Thomas, Martha, This is the ancestor of tho Boardmans who migrated 
to Lllinois and settled in Will Caunty in the 1830's, (2) 
Boardman ledemneaes have spread to every state in the Union 
and have been known for their energy, ambition, industry, integrity, 
resourcefulness, initiative, piety, moral and physical strength, 
perseverance, fortitude and COUPALe. 
Coat of Arms, taken from Burke's “General Armory"; 188blp 
Arms: "Argent, a chevron vert, bordered ules," 
Crest:"A lion sejant, collared and lined or,’ 
This is one of the most ancient and frequently recurrent of 
the several coats of arms of the Boardman family of lingland, 
Iwo of the many members of the Loardman family who have dis- 
~tinguighed themselves in more recent times were George Dana Boara-. 
-man of Maine, noted missionary to Burma, who was born in 1801 and 


died in 1831, leaving an equally famous son, George Dana Boardman . 





who distinguished himself as a clergyman and author and was 


living from 1625 to 1903, 
Footnote 1: This accoun!: of the Boardrian family is given in a 
little booklet compiled by the ifedia Kesearch Bureau of Washing- 
~ ton D.C. No date of publication is given but reference works 
in 1932 are given, Bibliography: 

Bardsley nglish and Welsh Surnames 1901 

G.L,Boardman, "\. ."olily lomorial,;' 1876, 

Goldwauthe, "Boardman Genealogy,” 1895, 

Savage, “Genoalogival Dictionary of New England" 1860, 

Torone, " The Boardman Family," 1902, 

W.P.J.,Boardman, “The Ancestry of William F,J,Boardman," 1906, 

Salisbury, "Vamily Histories and Genealogies," 1892, 

Hughes, “American Ancestry," 1892, 

Paige, "Historics of Cambridge, liass,,' 1877, 

Green, "arly Virginia Immigrants,‘ 1912, 

lleitman, "Officers of the Continental Army," 191h, 

"The Americana,’ 1932, 

Burke, ' Goneral Armory,’ 

This booklet is owned by Mrs, Charles J.Clow, nec Boardman, 

Plainfield, 111, 
Footnote 2: This is also tho lineage of Capt, Harry (Henry) 
Boardman, who settled in DuPage Twp., Will County, Ill,,in 1831, 
An article written at the time of Wilbur Warren Boardman's death 
says Capt, Harry Boardman was at one time in command of Old Fort 
Dearborn, which was later to become the city of Chicago, A sketch 
of his family is printed in Naperville Pioncers, 1952, D.A.R, 
Genealosical Records from ltllinois, 
Footnote 3: Taken from the London Genealogy by J.C.Landon, 

= vublished by Clark Boardman Co., South Hero, Vt, It has a note 


“Apparently one of your grandfather Boardman's sisters marricd 


a Landon, (this would be Franklin Boardman.) This typewritten 
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PUARDMAN Gil GALOCY 
1, Boreman, Tom, Banbury, Oxfordshire, England, His nams 
appears in the Lay Subsidy List for Banbury Hundred, 1525, 
( I believe this means he was to be taxed,) 
2, Boreman, Thomas "the Elder" (----- _. 1579) Claydon near Banbi 
Oxfordshire, married Isabel ----,(If you allow Thomas three 
score years and ten it's 1509-1579.) Will dated Apr,3, 1576, 
Proved May 2, 1580, He was ealled"the Elder" to distinguish 
him from a younger brother, also named Thomas, callcd Thomas 
of Cropredy, 

3, Boreman, William, -7- 71612 (13), Claydon, marricd Annis ~~1¢ 
hh. Dorondan,. Miaruta. (about. 157071627/28), Claydon, married 1595/6 
to Wit zabeth Carter (1575 71631), daughter of Felix Carter 

( 71619.) and Hargaret Carter (___~1621) Claydon, 
S, Boreman, Thomas (160l~ 1673),The Emigrant, cooper by trade, 
= Claydon, Oxfordshire, England, Ipswich, Mass,, married Marga) 
Offin (__-1679), Made freeman 1634/5. Being made a free man 
means to be allowed to join the church, Received grant of 
land about 1635, Land grant means a section of that settlemer 
became his for cultivation, It is not sure that Margaret's 
maiden name was Offin, Deduced because a gon was named Offin 
Boreman, Do not know whether marricd in iingland; it is fair 
ta say parents wore marricd there, 
6,,50reman, Danici (__ -1708).Emigrant with father, Claydon, 
ungland,---Ipswich,lMass, Settled in Topsfield, Mass., marricc 
1662 Hannah Hutchinson, He was select-man for Topsficld(1669- 
1678),The Hutchinson line (Hutchinson Family, Essex Institue 
Historical Collections, Salem, Mass., 1869) traces back to 
~ Bernard Hutchinson, who was living,12682, in tho reign of 
Saward I, He married a daughter of John Bayvilic, Esquire, 


(1200.-1250)? 








“-@ 


7. Boreman, John Wait (1676 -__). Topsficid, Mass, --Preston, 








Conn,, married Mary Billing, Aftur settling in Preston, John 
Wait Boreman becomes John Bordman, The Billing family (Landon 
Genealogy) goes back to John Rowell Billing, His son was Sir 
Thomas Billing (__ -1)\81) Of Billings Manor, Troyford, Buck- 
inghamshire, Narricd Catharine Gifford, daughter of Roger 
Gifford, Inns of Court, called to bar, Cathcrine Gifford was 
the heiress of Gifford's Manor, which became Billing's Manor 
after her marriage to Thomas, 

8, Bordman, Joseph (1722-1796), Preston, Mann, Inherited farm 
from his fathcor, marriod Rachel Kittiam (1730-1809),daughter 
Oct.9, 1778 Licutcnant 2nd Company (Trainband), 1776 Capt, 
Boardman's Co.8th Regt. Colonial Militia, His corporals were 
his sons #lijah and David, Somewherc during his time Board- 
man picks up an "a", 

9..Doardman, Benjamin (1766-1823), Preston, Conn, Colchester, Vt, 
marricd Sabra Brown (___-183h), 

10,Boardman, Amos (1788-1877), Colchostcr, Vt,,---DuPage Twp, 
Will Co,, I11,, married Harriet Ames (1791-1846), Not known 
when he cane to DuPage Twp, He sorved in the war of 1812, He 
spent his last yoars in the home of his son Franklin, He and 
his wifc wore buricd in DuPage Twp, Cometecry on Capt, Harry 


Boardman's farm but later were moved to Wheatland Cemetery, 


AMOS BOARDMAN 
Birth, Oct,1768, dcath liar,17,1877, Preston, Conn,, Burlington 
and Colchester, Vt,., DuPago Twp, I1]l. Marricd 1817 to Harriet 
Ames, Burlington, Vt., birth July 22, 1791, death july 29, 1846. 
_ Children born 8urlington or Colchester, Vt, 


1, Lucia, born 1813, diced 1907, Married Horatio N,lloore, Oswegce 





pe 

Fyanklin, born liap,15,1018, Colchester, Vt,, died July 11,1903, 
Married Sept,2,182, to Mindwoll Bates, Colchester,Vt,, born 
Jane7, 1822, died Oct,28, 190h. 
Harriet, born 182h, married Ithamar Blakely, Colchester, 

Frank Blakely - married = children ? 
Maria, born 1630, not married, 
Sophia, born 1830, died 1932, age 102 years, married Wm, Farr, 
Waterloo, lowa, 

Walker Farr -marricd - one daughter, 


Cornelius, born 1831, died 1908, not married, California, 
Cornelia, born 1431, died 1857, married 1846/47 to Perry D, 
Scarrett, Joiiet, Ill, 

Francis, born 4836, Burlington, Vt., died 1920 at Willows, Cal. 
Married Virginia Duncan Low, born Sept,15, 1856, Franklin Co,, 
Missouri, died Aug,1921, Willows, Calif, 


LINEAGE OF AMOS BOARDMAN'S DESCENDENTS 
Lucia Boardman 1813- 1907, married Horatio N.Moore 1808-1856, 
resided in Oswego, Ill, Both buried in Oswego, 
A, Mary Louise Moore, Feb,20, 1633 - May 10, 192h, married 
Joseph D, Kennedy, Dec, 28, 1827 ~ Oct,1ll, 1896, His 
residence Manchester, Iowa, Both buried in Oswege, Ill, 


Infant daughter died, 


B, Lucia M.Moore, 181 - 1916, Not married, 


C, tliza A.Moore, 163 = 1918, Married Mr, Danforth, | 
No children, Divorced, 

D, Charles E,Moore, June 17, 1819 - May 16, 1903, Married 
Gertrude Teller, Feb,3, 1856 - Mar, 3, 1920. Residence 
Yorkville, I11, Both buried in Oswego, Ill, 


1. ) Raymond Moore, Nov,15, 1875 - Dec,15, 1936, Buried 





bh. 
on 3enton Harbor, lich, Married May Goafrey, Sept.2,187{ 
varried Oct.25,1905, Her residence Benton Iarbor,Mich, 
a.) Mary Moore,born Aug,l, 1908,in Des Moines, Iowa, 
Married in Detroit, Mich.,Dec,31,1925 to Russell W. 
JOhnson,born Oct,26, 1906,0ak Fark, Ill, Residence 
now Cincinnati, Ohio, 
(1) Jean Johnson, Dec.25, 1930, 
(2) Douglas Johnson, Aug.5,19l10, 


2.) Joseph Moore, 1888, Married and divorced,Lost track of, 


é» Franklin Boardman, i.ar,~i5, 1818 - July 11,1903 (apoplexy) 
rlainfield, 111, Narried Mindwell Bates, Jan,7,1822 - Oct,28, 
190), Plainficld, Ill, | 
A, Maria Boardman, July ,184.8 - Mar,10, 1927, Int,.Wheatland, 

married (ieorge Rand, died and was buried in Tudlow, Vt. 

1.) Frank Rand, 1072 - 1936, Int, Streator, Ill, (Swain Lot) 
Marricd Harrict Swain of Streator, Ill, Infant died 
at birth, May 8, 1899, 
a,) Bertha Rand,died as a child of scarlet fever, 


2,) Bessic Rand, Aug.18,1863 - May 16, 19l.2, Int,Wheatland 


3, Emma J. Boardman, born June 15,1850 at Plainfield, Ill, 

bied June 1, 1929, Iarriod June 15, 1869, to William Doty 

Boughton, »orn Fob,28, 186 at Plainfield, died Sept2,1928 

both int, in Wheatland Cemetery, 

1.) Mina L,Boughton, born Mar,2l, 1872 at Plainfield, 
harried June 5,195 to Frank Eaton, born Oct,22,1868 
at Plain?tield, She died Jan,4, 1948, Int, Wheatland Cem. 
a,) Lois — bor1 April 2, 1901 at Plainfield, 

Narvied Recso birhets June 1&6, 1900 , Res,Plainfield 


2.) 


3.) 


le ) 


Te 
b,) Alice saton, born Apr.2,190) at Plainfield, 


Married Jan.9,1926 to Milton George, born July 23, 

1901 at Plainfield, Ill, | 

(1) Ronald George, born Sept.27,1928 at Plainficld, 
Married Feb,20, 1%), at Lockport, Ill,,to 
Carol Kelm, Dec,10, 1935, 

(2) Mary Alice George, Sept.2h, 1931, rlainfield, 
Married Sept.1, 1950 to Dale Richard Lambort, 
Mar.11,1929, Joliet, ill, 

(a) David Richard Lambert, 7-10-51 at Plainfielc 
(b) Debra Lyn Lambert,9-21-5h, at Jolict, 
Died Sept,.22,195h.. 


(c) Steven Dean Lambert, 7-27-55, at Joliet... 
Bertha Boughton, 7-2-1373 at rlainficld.Died 7-22-187h, 


Della M,Boughton, 9-22-1875 at Yvlainfield, Died 5-27- 

1946. Int, Wheatland, Married 1-20-1906 to George T, 

Patterson, born 12-1-1870 at Plainficld, Tll, 

a.) Hope Patterson, 11-14-1910 at Plainfield, I11, 
Married 9-25-19h2 to Robert i.Clow, born 11-9 
1911 at Plainfield, No children, 


Newell J.Boughton II, 8-9-1877 at Flainfield, I11l, 

Marricd 6-3-1915 to Lulu M.Boardman, born 6-15-1879 

at Leesville, Calif, Dicd 6-21-1917 at Farsons Kas, 

Int. Farsons, Kas, 

a.) William Dayton Boughton, 3-1-1916 at Chicago, Ill. 
Married Hdith Mason, 8-10-1922 at Parsons, Kas, 
Divoreed, Marricd 12-21-1951 to Irene Thompson, 


born 3-12-1927 at Tahlaqua, Okla, Res, Parsons,ias, 





8, 
Children of William D. and Edith Mason Boughton, 


(1) Eaith Elizabeth Boughton, 5-31-'l.O,Parsons,icn. 


(2) Macy Ann Boughton, }-15-19l,.3, Parsons kas, 


b,.) Shirley Dean Boughton, 12-30-1919 at Chicago, Ili. 
Marricd 7-1-1915 to George EB, Thompson, 6-18-1921, 
Warrenton, NaC. Res, Arlington, Var 
(1) George Newell Thompson 8-17-196, Arlington, 
(2) Clifton Philip Thompson 10-12-'l.8, Arlington, 
(3) iiary Lou Thompson, 6-11-'52, Arlington, Va, 


(1) Timothy W.Thompson, 9-5-'5h, Arlington, Va, 


c,) Lowoll D.Boughton, 6-23 - 1922, Williams Calif, 
Marricd 8-10-19l:7 to Lorene Snyder, 5- 17- 1921. 
Parsons, Kas. Res, Houma, La, 

(1) Marilyn Ann Boughton, 5- 12- 1950 at Great 
Bend, Kas, 

(2) Stephen D.Boughton, 3-27-1952 at Great bend, 
Kansas e 


(3) Scott David Boughton, 9-11-195l,,at Houma, lag. 


S,) Wilbur Warren Boughton, 2-3-1879 at Plainficld, Ill. 
Marricod 7-19-1905 to Florence Thompson 9-2-1877 at 
Mrestone, “inge, died 8-20-1953, Int,Wheatland Cem, 
a,) Donald W,Boughton 11-8-1907 at Plainficld, fll, 

Marricd 7-12-1933 to Molva Iiewetoon -27-1907 ” 
Kennowielk, Wash, He died 11-15-191:7. Int, Wheatland, 


She resides at imhurst, Ill. 





(1) Florence Boughton, 3-25-1938 at Hinsdale,Ill. 
(2) Diane Boughton, 8-1)l-19l,1, at Hinsdalc, ill. 


(3) donne Boughton, 6-1h-19l1, at Hinsdalc,/11, 


Ge 
be) Nowell William Boughton,1-10-1910 Plainfield,I11, 


iy ) 


llarried 2-20-1936 to Dorothy Waite,\-3-1913, 
Res, Plainfield. 


(1) Rose Maric Boughton, 10-22-1936, Plainfield, 


Robert T,Boughton 10-9-1911, Married h-30+-1938 
to Leona Brossman 12-16-1916, Res, VPlainficld, 
(1) Delores Boughton 6-19-1938 

(2) Karen Lee Boughton 9-27-1943 

(3) William James Boughton 5-31-1917 

(l.) Donald R.Boughton 1-9-9, Died 12-22-19h9, 


d.) Walter Pettcrs Boughton 8-2-1915, Married 9-13- 


1941 to ilvera Meadows ,12-26-1922 at Tamalco,Iil. 
(1) Walter P, Boucrhton II, 2-10-1913, Hinsdale,Ill, 
(2) Lloyd D,Boughton, 11-5-195 Hinsdale, Ill, 


(3) Barbara Kay Boughton, 1-13-1986, 


6,) Frank B.Boughton, 7-22-1885 Plainfield, Ill, 


7s) 


Marricd 3-10-1915 to Agnes Grommon, 2-7-1889 Plain- 
ficld, Ill, He dicd }-13-1953, Int, Wheatland Cem, 


David WV, Boughton 9-20-1888 Plainficld, Died 12-l-19h9, 
Int, Wheatland, Married 3-20-1918 to Esther Patterson, 
4-18-1897 rlainficld, Res, trlainficld, I11, 


a.) Rollin LeRoy Boughton 6-17-1919 Plainfield, 


Married 3-17-1945 to Lorrainc Kinzler 9-6-192h, 


(1) Judith Ann Boughton, 7-22-1917 
(2) David JyBoughton 7-28-1951 


(3) Donna Kaye Bourshton 8- 22 ~ 1956 


bd.) Sarah Boughton 11-9-1920, Married 8-12-19hL to 


t 
—— 


rr 





Calvin Russell 3~921921, 
(1) James David Russell 1=5-19),5 
(2) Donald Lee 3-9-1957 
ce) Ruth Alice Boughton 6-13-1922, Dicd 9-17-1192! 
Int, Wheatland Com, 


8.) Rouben Scott Boughton 11-27-1890 Plainfield, Ill, 
Marricd 9-17-1913 to Dolla Green 3-23-1891, dica | 
3-l.-19).8, Int, Wheatland Com, 

a.) Warren J.Bouchton 8-9-1915, liarricda 10-18-— ')7 
to Loretta Sauter, l.-2-1919 Bonsonville, Ill, 
(1) Elaino Rose Boughton 7~6..19).3 
(2) Carolyn Jean Boughton 5-16-1918 


(3) Donald Jarrcen Boughton 2-25-1952 


be) Mary L.Boughton 11-2),.~1917,dicd 7-10-195h., 
Int, Wheatland Com, Marricd 2-20-1936 to 
Homer L.Grommon 12-5-191l Plainficld,Ill 
(1) Sandra Lynn Grommon 8-23-19l2 
(2) Larry Lambert Grommon 6-13-19l,3 
(3) Dennis Lee Grommon 10-18-1951 


ce) Lyndel J,Boughton 6-30-1919, marricd 9.29- 
191.0 to Hlarold Sauter 5-4-1917 Bensonville, 
(1) Nancy Lyn Sauter 8-29-19))2 


(2) Janis May Sauter 6-20-1947 


C, Wilbur Warren Boardman, born Aug,.2l,185l at Wheatland, 
ll, dicd iiny 6, 19h at Williams, Calif, Int, Williams. 
Marricd Dec,l, 1877 at tlainficld, Ill.,to Sarah Elizabeth 





Netzley, born Har.2h,1856 at Naperville, Ill. She dicd 
Dee.23,'1932,°n¢ Willioms,, Cadb;. Int, Williams, 


— —- a 


1,) Lalu M,Bcoardman, June 15,1879 Leesville, Calif, 


{ 


Died June 12,197 Parsons ,Kas, Int,?arsons,Kas, 


Married June 3,1915 in Calif,to Newoll J.Boughton, 


AUG 


For 


9,1877 at Plainficld, Ill, 


her descendants refer to Fgs.7-3 undcr No.l, 


Newcll J.Boughton II. 


2.) Anna E,Boardman, Aug. 9, 1881, Leesville, Calif, 


Marricd Nov.12, 1699 at Lecsville,Cal,. to Frod Arthur 


Nason, Oct.26,1870, Res, Williams, Calif, 


Lie) 


Ce) 


d.) 


Ora Rowena Nason Octe7, 1900, marricd Mar.6,1921 
to Raymond Cook, dicd Aug.192l. at Santa Criz, Cal, 
(1) Betty Susanna Cook, 

Marricd Apr.7, 193 to Clark Gobcl, 


(_ a, Lorin Nason Cobol, 


“Wilbur Cornelius Nason, Juno 27,190. Marricd 
July 27, 1932 to Pauline Mondenhail, 
(1) Corinna Virginia Nason , Feb, 21, 1936, 


Donald liclvin Nason, Dec,2!, 1905, dicd Nov.15,'52, 
Int, at Williams, Calif, Marriocd Oct.11,1927 to 
wlza Grishabcr, 

(1) Wanda Louise Nason 

(2) Barbara Anne Nason 

(3) Tholma Jean Nason 

(l.) ary Diane Nason 


(5) James William Nason 


Barbara Alvilda Nason, Junc 2,1915, married Sept,l, 
194.0 to Donavin Davis, Res, Live Oak, Calif, 
(1) Debra Kay Davis, Apr.ll, 1951 


jf (2) Sharron Lo Ann Davis, Mary 2., 1953 x 
~ | 
f c.) Arthur Hlwell Nason,Mar,12, 1920, marricd 19l,1 to 
Thelma Ruth Johnson, Res, Yuba City, Calif, 
(1) Sandra Jean Nason Junc 10, 19) 
(2) Marla Rac Nason Mar,.23, 1948 
(3) Frod Wildon Nason Dec,3,195l 
3,) Mindwoll Jcanctte Boardman, Sopt,.15,1083,marricd Nov, 
26, 1903 to Robert Leo Webb, Fob,2/1,1569, dicd 2-26-'h8, 
a,) Verda #ranees Wobb, Dec,8,1908, marricd lov.8,191 
to William Lichtenborger, Oct.5, 1906. 
(1) Joan Franees Lichten berger, Sept,8,19h2 
(2) Williaa Lec Lichtenberger, June 8, 1918 
(3) Nori Jcanctte Lichtonberger, Oct,27, 1950 
ie 
b,.) Ruth Genevieve Webb, born Nov,lh, 1917 at Oxnard, 
Calif, Harricd and divorced V.islliott, | 
(1) Goorge Weston Elliott, Scpt,11,1939. | 
Marricd J.::dward Cook, no children, 
| 
4, ) Franklin Daton Boardman, Dec.17, 1885 at Lecsville, | 
Calif, Diod July 29, 1952 at Williams, Calif, Marricd 
Sept.22,1909 at Leesville to Margaret Rees,born in | 
1883 at Leesville, dicd in 19)3. No children, 
D, George Bates Boardman, born Jan,27,1559, dicd Apr,5,1938, 
Marricd July 1, 1806 Wheatland, to Nary J.Clow, she born 
May 11, 18605,dicd May 29, 1939 at ilainfiold, Both Int, 
Neer” | 


in Wheatland Com, 
1,) Harry Clow Boardman, Apr.29, 1887, Wheatland; dicd 


b 
AUBe 1956. Marricd May 27, 1923 to Bessic MceCumbor, 


a, | =e _ 


15. 
/ | born 9-1-1889 in Chicago. kes. Chicago. No children. 
f 
/ 2.) lary Bates Boardman, TDec.26, 1888 at sheatland. 
= Married lay 15,1912, wheatland to Charles fT. Clow, 


Jan.e6,1868, died Dec.3, 1949, .heatland. Int. wheatlend. 
a.) Slizabeth Mary Clow, Apr.4, 1915, died Apr .24,1940 
in Chicago Hospital. Int. in wheatland Cemetery. 
b.) Philip Mills Clow Feb.7, 1920, Joliet, Tll. 
"hissing in action" over China Nov.19, 1944. 
Officially declared dead Feb.26, 1946. flying 
a P -51 (Mustang) Fighter Plane. 


3.) Frank Cornelius Boardman, Nay 15,1890, sheatland, 
died Jan.7,1950 at Idaville, Ind. Int.Buffalo, Ind. | 
Married Mar.20,1913 at DuPage Twp., to Elsie Koyce, 
born Sept.16,1892 DuPage Twp. Naperville, Es 
Loved from wheatland to Monticello, ends, L9Se. 


&8.) James Boardman Dec.10,1913 vheatland Twp. Married 





Nov.e25,1944 to Beatrice Mildred Hughes, July 24, 
1911, Monticello, Ind. Kes.kokomo, Ind. 


(1) James Hugh Boardman June 12, 1946, Lafayette, Ind. 


b.) George Royce Boardman Nov.4, 1915 wheatland Twp., 
married hey 10,1937, DuPage,I1l. Ellen Clara doolley, 
be. Feb.11,1912 at Oswego, I1l. Kes. Monticello, Ind. 
(1) Kaymond william Boardman 6/20/1940, aurora, Ill. 
(2) huth Ellen Boardman Apr.28,1942, Aurora, Ill. 

(3) Frank Charles Boardman ipr.24. 1945 aurora, I1l. 


(4) Koyee George Boardman 8/5/1951, Logansport,Ind. 





Lh. 
c.) Alexander Boardman Oct, 20, 1919 Plainfield, Ill, 


Married dune 2l, 191.7 at La Granga,ill, to 

“riscilla Darrah Livezey, Apr.7, 1925, La Granga, 

tll, Res, Denver, Colo, | 

(1) David Livezey Boardman Feb,2l., 1950, Casper, Wy, 

(2) Patricia Louise ‘ Decs29, 1952, Salt Lake 
City, Utah, 

(3) Philip Bruce Boardman Aug,10, 195, Billings, 


AO RCIA. 


d,) Mary Isabelle Boardman Octs17,1925, Aurora, Ill, 
Married Aug.19, 1950, Sitka, Ind, to Thomas Richard 
Baer, Nov.27, 1922, New Carlisle, Ind, Res West 
Lafayette, Ind, 

(1) Janice Maric Baer, June 7, 1952 Lafayette, 


(2) Linda Lee Baer Nov.22, 195) W.Lafayette, Ind, 


e.) John Boardman Oct.3, 1922 Wheatland TwpeIll, 
tarried Anna Ardis McCombs liar,6, 1928 Monticello, 
Ind, | 


c) 


(1.) Sharon Christine Boardman Apv.25, 194.6 Lafayette, 
(2) Beverly Anne Boardman, liayl9, 197. 

(3) Kathleen ivelyn " , 7727/h8. Lafayette, Ind, 

(11) John Joseph Boardman, 1/12/1951 Logansport, " 

(5) Shirley Jean “  , Sept,2,195h * “ Ina 


f,) Warry Stewart Boardman, Nov,21, 1931,Aurora, Ill, 


Married Aug.20,195), at St,Paul to Sally Lou Algren, 





‘eB shel 
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LE, 
Margaret Stephens Boardman, Oct.15, 1891 Wheatland 
Twpe, married Oct.15,1919 at her home in Wheatland tc. 
Richard Ira Jones,Sept,13,1091, Plainfield,IJ11l, 


Res, Plainfield, I11, No children, 


Helen Mindwell Boardman June 11, 1893 Wheatland Twh, 
Married Feb,18,1920 at her home in Wheatland to 
Abner Thomas, Sept.20, 1891, he died June 22,1951 at 
sandwich, f11, Int.in Big Rock, I11. Cem. Her present 
address JTIeland, I11l, 

a.) Charlotte Helen Thomas Dec,26, 1920, Aurora,Ill, 
Married \ug.30,19h2 Big Rock Church, to Robe-:t 
Wittrup, eb.18, 1917 at Benton Harbor,Mich, 

Res, Syreator, Ill, 

(1) Stephen Robert Wittrup, July 21, 19)6,Aurora, 
(2) John Thomas Wittrup Jan,6, 1938, Aurora, Ill, 
(3) KuUrceedk ous uti, Veer 2 » 

b.) Mary -slizabeth Thomas Nov.25, 1921, Big Rock,I11l, 
Married Oct.18, 19l1,Bi¢ Rock Church to Charles 
Doetschman, Jan,17, 1916 Yorkville,I11, Res,at 
Yorkville,Iil, 

(1) David Charles Doetschman, Nov.2h,19h2.Aurora, 
(2) Thomas Cary Doetschman Jan,2G, 1946, Aurora, 
(3) Riahard Allen “ =, Jan,15, 1952, Aurora,Iii, 

c.) George Bruce ‘thomas, July 6, 1923 Big Rock, Ill, 
Not married, Res, Leland, I11l, 

d.) Virginia Belle Thomas, Oct.8, 1925 Aurora,Ill, 
harried July 5,196 at Big RockI11.Church to 
Carl Swanson, Oct.29,1923, Res, Plainfield,I11, 


(1) Gregory Bruce Swanson Feb.6&,1950, Aurora,Ilil, 


(S) - | ox, hit 
(2) Carla Jean Swanson June 3, 1951, Aurora, Ill, 
(3) Eelen Kay Swanson June 2h, 1953, Avrora, 111, 
4) Wired Lirvcrmacny 1 Clirrera, Loe 
e.) Hargaret Carolyn Thomas Aug.16, 1929 Aurora, Ill, 
Died Oct.23, 194 Aurora, Ill. (Bulbar Yolio) 
1a tint. Bis Rock Cem, 
f.) Roycana Polly Thomas Apr.29, 193)). Aurora, Ill, 
Varied § ileal (rin al Eonburite Party (ly (al ee 
40% oc, ais Land, FEEF (ea Sadie, | : 






Thomas James Boardman Apr,3, 1699 - Dec.23, 1899, 


‘heatland, I11, Int. in iheatland Cem, 


72) Robort Georgze Boardman Dec, 15, 1902 Wheatland Twp. 
tarried Apr. 1930 at Joliet, J11l., to uimma Miller, 
Bloomington, Ill, Divorced. No children, ltes,Plainfield, 

{. Cornelia Boardman Scarritt 


% 
t 


\. sarriet -sllen, born 6-1).~18h), lainfield, 111. Married 
the first time 9-11-1867 to ilewell Boushton, born 


£2 


(-22-1Ui2 rlainfvield, Ill, 
1.) hary Cornelia Boughton born 9-12- 1666 buffalo,N.Y. 


Married first time Mar,2, 1691 to Menry Shoup, born 


5-7-1067 Wilkes Barre, Pa., died 1909. Married 2nd 
time Fobd.cl., 1936 to Curtis Lxoripson, born 3-16-1867 


Carlisle, Ia. Res. New Virgwinia, Towa, 


“erry Boughton, born Mar,l, 1870 lainfield,Iil, 


Not mariad, Resided at Cherokee, la, Died 


Children of Mary Cornclia Boughton: 
a.) Chester Bourhton 2-12-1680 Cherokee, Ia, 


Married 5-20 -~ 1910 to ittta Hiller, 7-30-1892 at’ 
ot.Charles, Ia, Res, Thayer, Ia, 
-— ~ SSS 





Aes 
b,} Howell Shoup 2-15-1092 Cherokee, Ia. Married 


_ 7-20-1919 to Lena iicintosh 6-19-,900 Nedora,Ia, 

Res, Des i.oines, Divorce::, 

ce) Nellie Dell Shoup 12-11-1693 Cherokee, Ia, 
warried 7-11-1911 to Alva Bonney 12-31-1692 | 
ew Virginia, ia, Res, Greybull, ‘Wyo. 

d.) Naomi Shoup 8-1-1895 Cherokesc,Ia, Dicd 7-6-1909 
int. New Virginia, Ie, 

¢,) Margaret Ruth Shoup 6-1-1897 Chcrokec, Ia, 
Marriod l.-10-1916 to Claude W.himzey I, born 
9-3-1692 at New Virginia, Ia, W.W.II. 

f,) Loren M.Shoup 1l- 31-1902 at Winterset, Ia, 
larriea 1-31-1902 at Wintorsot, Ia, Marricd 


12-27-1919 to Birdie Curtis, born 6-2-1905 at 
Lacona,Ia, Kes, New Virsinia, Ia, 
-unice Genova Shoup 7-21-1910 Winterset, Ia, 


LQ 
® 


Died 6-20-191h, Int, New Virginia, Ia, 


Grandchildren of Mary Cornelia Boughton: 
Chester soughton - tta Miller 

(1) Naomi Grace Boughton 7-21-1911 St.Charles,Ia, 
iarried b-2h-19l) to Jasil Craig, born h.-25- 
~1913 at Leon, Is, Res, Des Moines, Ia, 

(2) Leona C,Boughton 12-17-1912 at Janley, Ia. 
warried h-1-1935 to tialtor Ilurt, born at 
Lorimor, Ia, Res, Murray, Ia, 

(3) lias Grant Boughton 6-30-1915 at st,.Charies, 
iarricd 10-23-1915 at Wash.,D.C. to Winnifred 


Haddock, born 7--192), at Laconia,N.H. 


r 


ie 


noside at Lorimor, Ta, 


18, 


(lh) ary Uive Soughton 1-9-1917 at Truro, Ia, 
iiarricd 6-30-1937 to Harold Stalcup, born 
10-28-1917 at Lorimor, Ia. Ros. Lorimor,la, 

(5) Loren Henry Boughton born 5-30-1919 at Truro, 
Ta, Harried 7-192 to Carnetta May Strable, 
born 5-9- 1922 at St,.Charics, Res,Loonoville. 


(6) ilda Veneta Boughton l-6-1921 at Truro,ta. 


Marricd 9-16-19l.3 to Raymond Kinnaird, born 





6-9-1919 at St,Charles. Res, Des Moines,la. 
Married Orel Cregory born 10-28-1918 at 
Gilmore, Ia, Res, Des Moines. 

Newell L.Shoup - Lena -icintosh 

(1) Claude T.Shoup |1-12-1920 at Des Moines,TIa, 
ilarriod uthel Roberts 9-12-1916 at Le Mar,Ia,. 
Nese Klamath Falls, Oro, 

(2) John Wm, Shoup 7-3-1921 at Des lMoines,ta, 
liarried Margarct Ann Lindon, born 5-20-,925 
at Des Moines. tes, Des Moines,la, 

(3) wunice Ruth Shoup 11-20-1923 at Des Moines, 
marricd 3-29-19l.3 to Donald @.Wright, born 
L-2h-192l. at Des Iloines, Res, Des Hoinos,ia, 

Yellie Dell Shoun - Alva Bonnoy 
(1)Dalo Arthur Bonney, /:-6-1912 at New Virginia, 
(2 )ilildred Bonney, 6-12-1915 at New Virginia, Ia 
Married 8~26-1937 to Cecil Davis, 7-31-,89) 
at Volo. Springs,Colo. tos, Vonicec, Calif, 
a (3)Hazel Bonney 10-3-1921 at Now Castic,Wyo, 
Married 11-5-1937 to Lec Mead,born at lowsl1l 


ileb, Res, Gardena, Calif, 


Ee TT TTT TT TTT 


19. 

(h.) yoma Bonney, 1-7-1925 at Osage, lWyo.Marricd 
3-1-1947 to Gene Small,12-18-1923 at 
Groybull, Wyo. Res, CGroybull, 

(5) Lola Bonney, 6-10-1926 at Osage,Wyo. Marricd 
9-25-1913 to Wm,Willembracht, born 10-21-1934), 

hargaret Ruth Shoup ~- Claude i/.Kimzey I 
(1) Lois Claudecn Kinzey,10-18-1916 at New 


Virginia, Marricd 68-13-1935 to Harold T, 





Stuart, born 12-18-1907 at Wintersot,Ia, 
Nes, New Virginia, Ia, 

(2) Doris Arleno Kimgoy,b.10-7-1916 at New 
Virginia,Ia, Married 3-7-1939 to Carl Wn, 
Ranoy,b,Centervillec,Ia, Ros, Swan,ta, 


(3) Claude Wesley Kimzey II,b,.3-12-1921 at New 


Nw 
Virginia,la, Married 8-15-1917 to Linda 
Soder, b, at Ottertail,Minn,,11-11-1929, 
Res, Codar Rapids,Ia, 

(1) Albort Nenry Kimzoy, »b.5-26-1923 at New Vir- 
~Sinia, marricd 11-3-1951 to Barbara Jean 
nilton,b,5-27-1933 at Indianola, Ia, Res, 

New Virginia. 

(5) Ronald Guy Kimzey, 4-30-1926 at New Virginia, 

(6) llargarct Kimzcy,10-18-1937 at New Virginia, 

(7) Jerry Lewis Kimzcy,2-20-1939 at Now Virginia, 

Loren Shoup « Birdic Curtis 

(1) Shirley Ghoun 8-10-1925 at New Virginia,Ia, 

ww tinrricd 6-20-1947 to Carol E.Staltcr,b,.1-26- 


-1926 at Liberty Centcr, Ia, Res,Ackworth,Ia, 


(2) Phyllis Shoup,b.lj~3-1928 at Now Virginia,Ia, 
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Donris Crows. bh, -L6-1933. 06 Now Virciova. 
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Porrill Dian. Shoup, 6-2-1942 at Towa vity. 





Groat Grancchildren cf Mary Coruclia Boughton 
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(a) Dennis Paul Srein,b. 9-30-1945 at Oscoola,l-. 


(>) Vichi Jean Creig bp, 12-10-1950 av Vintorses 
(c) Michi Jo Craig b,. 8-22-1951 at Leon,ia, 
Diod 9-6-1951, Int.Noew Virginia,la. 
Loona C,30uehton - Walter hurt 
(.) Beverly Jo Hurt b, 6-16-1936 at Lorimor,ta. 
(bd) Bortina Leo tHurt b gli 10-1938 


at Lorimor,ia,. 
Slias Grant Boughton - Wwinnifred Haddock 


(2) Sharon Ann Boughton b.)j-2h-1946 at Laconia,--. 


wil (b) Michacl Grant Doughton b. 3-14-1952, 0sceola,t 
Mary Eva Boughton - j:arold Stalcup 
(2) Robert Doan Stalcup b.2-1-1938,Wintersot,J. 
. (>) Gary Allen Staleup b.11-20-19)0 Wintersot,.2 
(c) Donald Loo Staleup b.1-2h-.192 Wintorset,+s. 
(a) Barbara Kaye Staleup b.o-30-1945 Osccola,ic, 
Loren “iconry Boughton - Garnctta May Sstrable 
(a) daek Loron Boughton b,7-3-1943,Des Moirics,l+ 
(bo) Ronald Gur Bourhton ig ke 10-1950’ Dos Meir: s, 1 
Mlda Venota Beweltcn- TRavriond Ninnatre 2,0re] 
Cpa TOry 
(a) Sandra Jo Ninnaird by 11-17-1940,Winterse*,/ 4 
(b) Semuel Dean Kinrnetrd b.3-29-'h2 ot.,Chaeriu, 4 
ae (coc) bhoryl Leo Gro gory b.3<10-'h?. Des Betno3. 1a. 


Claude T, Shoup - uthel Roberts-no children 


gohn “m.eshceup - hergarct Ann Linden 
(a) John Lindon Shoup b. 2-1l,-1951 Des Moines, 
(b) Mary Shoup b.3+-22-1952 at Dos Moinos,Ia, 
(c) kiehacl J.Shoun b.7-17-1953 Dos Moines,Tfa, 
wuunies Ruth Shoup - Donald #,Wright 
(a) Wayne William Wright b,10-26-')h Desloines. 
(bd) Thomas E.Wright b,5-6-19l.6 Dos Moines, ia, 
(c) Donald John Wright b.9-20-'hE Des Moincs. 


(ad) Mark A.Wricht b, 7-9-1953 at Des Moines. 





Mildreé Bonney - Cocil Davis - no children, 
Hazel Bonney - Lec Mcad - no children, 
Wyoma Bonney - Gono omall 

(a) Poesy Joan Small b. 6+18+1951 at Basin,'‘lyo. 


Lola Bonney - wWm,Willembracht 


aa (a) Arthur C,\Willombracht b.l-12-'ll How Castic. 
(b) Caroline Hac “ " B, 2-21-'h6 Now Castlc My 
(c) Dolene Ann 48 bp, b-25-'h7 Now Castlo Wyc 
(d) Geno Dale 4 8 bh, OwdhintSQ * i iyo, 
(c) Roberta Carol Willembracht 2«27-'Shk 
iot Springs, 5.D. 
Lois Claudcen Kimzcy ~- Uarold T,otuart 
(a) Gorald Joan Stuart y-6-'36 at New Virsinic, -- 
(>) Lonnic Leo Stuart 10-16-'37 New Virginia.i-, 
(c) Poul BRimgoy ®turrt 12-15-'36 Now Virgini-. 
(d) iory deanotte Stuart 1-12-'hi " * 2% 
(co) Marthe Aan Etuart 2-18- "iy Now Virginic,.+, 
gs if?) Glands Z.S*uere 1-20-41 7 ™ : . 


(¢) Dotty Jane Stuart 9.643951. * ii 7 





Doris Arione Limzey- Carl Wm, Raney 
(2) Larry Dean Rancy 10-6-1939 at Swan, 
(b) Tacaveline Sey Rancy 10-)h-'h1l Hayward, Calif. 
(ec) Steven Leon Rancy G-5-'hO Yleasantvillc,tIna, 


Claude Jesley Kimzey - Linda Boder 


(a) Claudia Nac Kimzoy 5-20-'h8 Duluth, Minn, 





(b) Marlene Yvonne Kimgcy L-23-'52 Codar Rapids. 
Lowa, 
Albert ifenry Kimzey - Larbara Joan Hilton 
(.) Talla Joan Kimzoy 2-11-'53 New Virginia,Ina. 
Shirley Shoup - Carol 4.5taltor 
(a) Davan Dawn Staltor (adopted) 


Born 3-8-'5h at Des lioines,Ia, 


7. Cornelia Boardman Scarritt 


‘ {e 


A, Harriet Ellon 10),8- 1931, sccond marriage in 1878 to 
John Fairweather, | 
1.) Thomas Fairweathor b, 1879, Dos Moines,Ia, Dicd. 
Not marricd, 
2,) UWazol D.Fairweathor b,1587, eareiod Thomas Pattorscor 
Cherokee, Ia, 
a.) Marjoric &.Pattorson b, 1908, Marricd and diver - 
-~cod Rufus Smith, 
b.) Dorothy D.Fatterson, b.1912, Marricd and divorcee 
H.White. 
c.) Thomas F.Patterson b.1916.Marricd Dorothy Polio. 


Pour years servics Ww If, 


B, Sabra Ironc Searritt 1850-1923, Married in 1671 at 


San Jose, Calif, to William Millor, 


’ : nnmiamaaaiamaaaa 
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1.) 
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Se 
Hollies G.idlloer 1072. Res.San dose, Calif, Marriod 


1 


Larry A.Drcw,. 
a.) Horvyn Augustus Drew 1911,larricd Botty 
Garter, Sen Jose, Calif. 
(L) Ronald S.Drew 193h.. 
(2) Maurin D.Drew L938, 
Florcnce 1676 ~ 1926, Marricd Albort Lake.No family. 


ougcne I,Miller 1870-1896, Not harricd. 


Cornelia Scarritt 1852-1905, Marricd in 1877 to 
P father. 
Jenny aria 1878, Marricd in 1906 to John Gustafson, 
dcecasod, Sho dicd April 1957. 
a.) dane Mathilde Gustafson 1909,marricd :dward 
D.Ocleorking, ros. Younkers, N.Y. 
b,) John Mathor Gustafson 1911, marricd Narycllyn 
Noodficld, Res, Albuquerguc, Ni. 
(1) Marjoric Joan Gustafson 1939. 
(2) John Carl Gustafson 193, 
(3) Laura Suc Gustafson 19h}. 
c.) Cornslia Anno Gustafson 1923,.Mot marricd, 
ad.) James Gustafson 1915. Marricd Kathryn Yont. 
nes, 2Vons ton, “117, 
(1) Barbara Maric Custafson 1939. 
(2) Kathryn Anne Custafson 19h2, 


(2) Jomos John Custofson-19h6. 


© 


~) Hartia icathor Gustafson 1917. harricd 
Thomas Dillon, Res, Oak Lawn, 111, 


(1) Kathileon Jano Dillon 19h2, 





(2) Whomas soehn Dillon 1913. 
(3) Patrick Lichacl Dillon 1950, 
Donald wi.tiather 1060,marricd Victoria Claude, 
no children, 
Nose l:ather 1662, not marricd, 
gohn .mory Mather 1605-1588¢, 
Cornolia C.Hathcr 1009-1919, not marricd. 


4 


Asa I Mather 1695-1937. W.ii.I. tarricd Cathcrine 





ADs. 


c 


a, ) Robuort Goorge Mather 1922, marricd Jean Allcn. 
Res, Cambridge, Mass, 
b,) Richard Scarritt iathcr 1923. harricd Jcan 
Lango. Res, Mill Valloy, Calif, 
(1) Christine Diane ilathcr 1951. 
D, Charles Vorry Scarritt 1657, Diod in infancy, 

8. Frances harion Boardman,b,DVcec,}, 1636 at Burlington, Vt, 
Diod Nov.12,1920 Willows,Calif. Marricd Lousiana 9Lou) 
Virginia Duncan, born Sept.15,1053 Franklin Co,., lio. 
Dicod Aug.1921. Int. in Willows, sc came to Calif.from 
Tll,. in 105 and she in 1670. Marriod 1077 at Willians, 
Calif. Ne was a miner,tcamstcr and ranchor, vacramento, 
Williams, tLecosvillo, and iillows, 

A, Ucrbert Soyd Soardman May 2,1679 at Williams, Calif. 
Left home after his mother's death. Whercabouts net 
known. May bo in Alarka, may be dead, 

By odsuth Cornelia Foardman b, 6-23-1080 at Willows, Cal, 

— Died h-23-1953 at Compton, Cal, Marricd 8-15-19C7 in 

Lecsville, Cal, to Bert Whitc, b.1875 Chicago, T1l. 
Diced Dec. 199 at Compton, Both buricd there, 


Tm 
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Slizabeti Doardman b, 7-6-1605. | iilliams, Calif, 
Married iayl1,1913 st San xafeocl,Cal,,to Yaltor u. 
Cross,b. 7-23-1005 Delphi,Ind, (shysician), 

D), Cornolius Ray Boardman Oct,l,l och, Died Leo, 

4, arrict liza DSoardman,b,11-9-1009 Locsvillc, Calif, 
warriod Augz,1915 oat San rancisco,Calif,to Clarence 
Cherles Garber, d,12-h-1005, Chicaso, 111, Ros Long 
oonen, Calif, 

Grandchildren of wrancis i:arion and Lou ooardman, 

Cornelia voardaan and wert white. 

1.) Choster Coardman White, dicd in infancy. 

2.) Dorotnuca Virginia White, b.7-2l'-1911 Villows,Cal, 
iarried in 1931 at Compton, Cal.to Thos,Davics of 
Long, Beach, Cal, Res, Long Seacn, 

3.) wLlizabcth Boardman Vhite,b,li-15-1913 Viillows, Cal, 
liarricd in 1932 at Compton, Cal to ifarry Welker, 

he) Ruth Maric Vhite,b, 1-29-1916 at Willows, Calif, 
liarriod at Lone Beach in 19]: to -sdward Casaria, 

Adda lizadceth Ssoardman and Vvaltor Wm, Cress, 

5.) Nancy Low Cress,0,1-20-191)1 Sacramento, Calif, 
tinrriod Dec,31, 1936 in Rono,ievada to uwarl 5, 
Gimblin, », 1-21-1915, Reddine, Calif, 

6,) sano “ilizabcth Cress, b.e7-7-1917 at San Francisco, 
fiapriod 10- 1939. at siondin, liov,to Ray Geuarris, 
beli-30-1913, Divorced during the war 19h2. Uer 
second marriaze was in Aug.19l.9,in Jackson, Cal, 

~ to Rudolph Hubach, b,G-2li-1916, lew York City, 


Larriot wliza 2oardnan, and Clarence Chas y Garbor 
. eo - ade 9 at > 
oa. 2h ‘ 


7.) filliem “rancis Garber, De 9- 15. 1917 willows, Cal, 
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260. 
He is a cnemical eng, in the Los Angeles Sanitation 


Dept, of Los Angeles, Res, Culver City. 

David Garber, b,9-16-1919 at Willows,Calif. In July 
194.9 married to Mary Ann ------ » He is Distyict 
Manager of Standard Oi1 Co, in Phoenix, Arizona, 
Charles Robert Garber, b, 8-31-192h at Willows,Cal. 
Married in S,Pasadena to Dorothy Bishop, b,in May 
1923, Charles is a lawyer with Standard Oil Co, in 
san Francisco, Graduate of Washington University 


and U.S.C. at Los Angeles, 





Great Grandchildren of Francis Marion and Lou Boardman 
Children of Dorothea Virginia White and Thomas Davies 
1.) Thomas Davies Jr.,, b.1932 in Long Beach, Caljf 
llarricd 1951 at Long Beach, Living in Long Beach, 
w 2.) David Davies, b, 1936 at Long Beach, Cal, Student 
at Long Beach Jr, College, 
3,) Linda Davies, b, 194), Living with parents in 
Long Beach, Calif, 
Children of Nancy Lou Cress and Earl S, Gimblin 
l.. ) Kenneth Warl Gimblin, b,12-2-1937 at Sacramento, 
Senior in Sacramento H.S,(1956) 
5.) Catherine Jane Gimblin, b.l-10-191.0,Sacramento, 
6,) Nancy Lizbeth Gimblin, b,10-16-19))1, " CGalar, 
7.) Joan Cress Gimblin,b.,11-10-1951, Sacramento, Calif, 
Children of Jane lizabeth Cress and husbands Harris anc 
Lubach, 
8, ) Micheel Boardman Harris, b,7-31-19l.0, Sacramenso, 
9.) Christine Lubach, b,6030-1950, Sacramento, 


10.) Stephen Walter Lubach, 3-1-1952, Sacramento, lalif, 


- 
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Daughter of /illiam and Ruth Garber 
1i,) Lisa “arber, b.12~25-1952 
Son of Charles and Dorothy Garber,residing at San Mateo,Cal,. 
12,) Hric Stephen Garber, b, 11-2h-195), 
Children of lizabeth Boardman White and Harry Welker 
13.) Sandra Welker, b,10 -- 1936 at Long Beach,married 
7-15-1955 Long Beach to Charles O,Malley, ig’ As 
at Long Beach, Calif, 
lit, ) Delbert Welker,b, Sept.19l.0 at Compton, Cal,Living 
in Woodland Hills, San Fernando Valley, Calif. 
15,) Daniel Welker, b.Nov.1946 at Long Beach, Living 
in Woodland Hills, 
16.) Mary Ann Casaria, b. l-2h-19)6 (daughter of Ruth 


Marie White and Jdward Casaria, ) 
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WAR RECORDS OF BOARDMAN DESCENDANTS 

Robert Wittrup, husband of Charlotte Thomas Wittrup, 
Streator, I1l1,, served in the army from 1937 to 1915, Served 
three years in Hawaii before Pearl Harbor and 22 months in 
sangland during World War II, 

Alexander Boardman, Monticello, Ind,, enlisted in the Navy 
April 15,1941 and was honorably discharged Oct,.29,19l5,as an 
ensign aviator, Attended Aviation Ordnance School at Jack, 

-sonville, Fla,, and Bomb Site School at Dahlgren,Va, Later 
stationed with an air squadron at Floyd Bennitt Field in 
New York, Started flight training in 1943 and graduated 
from Pensacola, Served aboard U.S.S, Guadalcanal; U.S.S, 
Ranger and U.S.S. Wake Island, 

James Boardman,of Monticello, Ind,, enlisted in the U.S, 
Navy Feb,16,1938, Was at Pearl Harbor when the Japs bombed 
it Dec.7, 1941, Served on the U.S.S. iscalante, U.5S.5S, 
Chester, U.S,S,Anderson, U.S.S. Arneb, U.S.S. Curtiss and 
U.S.S. Quick, Made numerous trips across the Atlantic on the 
U.5.5. wscalante during the war, Received the following 
medals from the Navy: Amcrican Defense with 1 star, American 
Theatre, isuropean- African - Mediterranean, Asiatic and 
Pacific with 3 stars, Good Conduct Medal with 3 stars, 
Phillipine Liberation with 1 star, and World War II Victovw; 
Medal. Made 16 trips through the Fanama Canal. Served in the 
Navy during the war as Warrent Officer “lectrician, and was 
honorably discharged in Dec,, 19.7. isnlistod in the U.S. Ax1 
Force in June 19.8, In 1951 was sent to Furstenfeldbruck Air 
Base in Germany, where he was stationed with tho occupaticnai. 


forces for 24 years, In 195) he returned to the U.S, and was 
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stationed at Otis .F Base at Cale Cod, Mass, Now at 
Bunker Hild A.“ Bese at Foru, Ind,, holding the permanent 
rank of Master sorreant, 

Harry Boardman Sf.» Monticello, Ind, Served in the U,5, 
Navy in the Hospital Corps, Tour of uctive duty was Apr.1l, 
191.9 to June 16,1952, Duty Stations: 1, Various hospitals 
and medical schools on both cast and west coasts; Sea duty 
on U,5.5, Yancey AKA-93 and U.S,S. Consolation AH-15, Had 
duty aboard these ships in the Korcan War Zone for approxi- 


-emlately15 months, 


(Cour 
TARRY, BOARDITAUN SR, of Chicago, I1l1., served with the 


National Guard in Texas in 1916, Sntcred service in the 

army in World War I, After complcting his training at Camp 
Grant and Ft, Sheridan, I1ll,, and at Ft, Sill, Okla,., he 
requested overseas servicc, but was retained as an instructor 
in the School of Fire at Ft,Sill, and was honorably dischar}-- 
W-cd from the sbeviae at the close of the war with the rank 

of Major, 

Robert Boardman of Plainficld, 111,, was accepted into 
soryvico, in. the U,S.Army in. Oct,, 1943. at.Camnp-Grant,, Dl, 
After training ab Camo HceCoy, Wis., he was sent to Hawthorne, 
Calif,, ond assigned to Battery G, 603rd Coast Artillery at 
Camp Anza, Onli?, Was onorably discharged in Aug,,19l with 
rank of Pwt.i/clnos. 

Phazip f,viow of Plainfield, 1I11,, was graduated from 
the J.v.haval Aciudory in June, 19l2,. After an honorable 
discharsze over the avy, he joincd the U.S, Army Air Corps 
an wus, “19t2, ite red active service in Jan,, 1943, After 


flight training at San Antonio and Hicks PFicld at Pt,Worth, 


y~ 


ALS . 


iP 
Vervas, Where of LeGes.tl40 Me rengived his*Wings"ard was 


commissioned a Ses0nd Lt. After further operational training 
at Dale Mabry Field, Taliahassee,Flae, and St.Petersburg, 
Flae, he left for overseas duty. On Septe15,1944, he was 
assigned to the 16th Fighter Squadron,51ist Group of the 14th 


Air Force a3 kunning, Chinae While flying a Po (Mustang) 
fighter at a forward dase at Nanning, China,he was reported 
"missing in action" on Nove 19,1944. Was officially declared 


dead on Fob, 26,1946.Awarded the Purple Heart posthumously. 


Thomas R-Basr of Lafayette, Ind., husband of Mary Boardman 


Baex, was inducted into the army on 0ct.17,1942. He was 


assigned to the Medical Detachment, 329th Tnfantry, 85rd 
Division (known as the Thunderbolt Division.) He began his 
basic training at Camp Atterbury, Ind. On Apred, 1944,he 


arrived in Wales. He served as a lst Sgi.,Medical Detach- 


-ment and saw action at Normandy,Northern France, Ardenncs, 


Rhineland and Central Europe. He returnod to the U.S. on 
Novell,1945 and was discharged Nove16,1945 at FteKnox, Ky» 


Richard Ira Jones of Plainfield, Ille, husband of Margaret 
Boardman Jones, was inducted into gervice in the U.S.Army 
4n World War ZT in Sept.1917 at Camp Dodge,lae Was assigned 
to the 83th Diveof the 313th Eng. He sailed for France in 
Auge,1918, ani served 11 months overseas with the rank of 


Set. Arrived home in Auge 1919. 


ughton of Parsons, Kansas, now wife of Gso.H. 
Thomosen, Arlington, Vae, Was {nducted into service of the 
U.S.Arimy in Mar.1944 at Deerdisld, Wise,and reported at 


Camp McCoy,Wis., for duty a5 a trained nurse (Graduate of 


fy * 


ee 
Chicago Presbyterian Fosnital School of Nursing 0¢06.12,1942' 


On May 12,1944, she reported to the 156th General Hospital 


at Camp MoCoye On June 7,1944, sho arrived at Camp Kilmer, 





NeJ.,and on June 22,1944 sho loft for P.0.E.,on the steamer 
Queen Elizabeth. Arrived in Glasgow, Scotland, June 26. 
Prooscdod to a now U.Sshospital at Herford, England, where 
sho practisod nursing until June 29,1945,whon she left 
England for Camp Kilmer,N.J.,arriving July &. Sent to the 
Northington Gencral Hospital, Tuscaloosa, Ala, and was 


released from active duty Novesd, 1945. 


Lowell D.Boughton of Parsons, Kansas was induotod into the 
Army Deo.15,1942. Reportod for active duty at Ft.Leaven~ 
-worth, Kase,Dé0.22,1942. After rocoiving training at five 
camps and twe Stato Universitios, ho was transforred from 
one detachment to another several timos. Ho left Ft.Lawton, 
Wash. On 00662,1944 for Oahu, Hawaii and Saipan in tho 
Marianas Islands. Ho arrived in Saipan on Nov.l6th, whcro 
ho served in tho 217th Malaria Survey Detachmont until Jan. 
15,1946,at which time he left for U.S. and was discharged 
as a Sgt. at Ft.Logan, Colo., Febe2, 1946. 


Walter P.Boughton of Plainfield, Ille was inducted into the 
Army Febe18,1942 at Camp Grant, Ill. He went to the 
Enginocrs' training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. Fob.e21st,to 

the 176th Engineering Kegimont at Oamp Bowic, Texas, then t« 
Carip Marray, Wash., and loft Seattle for Maknok,Alaska on 
tho Chirokof? cn tuns 18,1942, On O0t.3, 1943 he went to Aduk 
Aleutian Islands, le left Adak on Doc.7,1944. Arrived in Se. 
Seattle Deo.18,1944 on tho Chirokoff. Reported at Ft. Belyor. 
Towa,Jan.10,1945,and left thore June 27th for Lawton,Wash. 





Oi) 


He sailed for Oxinavia on the Saratoga,arriving there on 
Aug.12th,1945,and left there Nov.e9,1945 arriving in Seattle 
Noveeoth, Dischargea at FU, Sheridan, T1ll.,Dece4,1945 as a 
Master Sergeant. He received Asiatic, Pacific and American 


Theater Ribbons, Victory and Good Conduct Medals. 


Warren J.Boughton. of Plainfield, I1l.,enlisted Sept.2u, 
1943 with a rating of W.T. 2/C U.S. Seabees. Received 
training at Camp vente, Vae, Camp Endicott, R.I., and went 
to Ft.Hueneme, Calif.,in Feb.1944. Left Calif.in June 1944 
for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, where he repaired submarines 
until an accident sent him to Area Hospital in Hawaii for 
three months. In Feb.1945 he was sent to Camp Endicott,R.I. 


for medical observation and was discharged Dece2a, 1945. 





AMOS BOARDMAN FAMILY 

Lucia married Horatio Moore and lived in Oswego, Ill. 
until her death in 1907; she was buried in Oswego Cemetory. 
She was a swoet old lady as I renieniber hor, 

Harriot never cane West - diod in the Euste 

Maria lived in California with her brother Cornelius 
for some time. Sho died in a sanatorium in Towa, 

Sophia married William Farr, Nashua, Iowa, and lived to 
the good old age of 102 years. The dates of her life are 
1830 - 1932, 

Cornelius went west at the time (or about then) of the 
Gold Rush in the late '50's with his brother Francis. He 
did not mine but drove a freight team that handled freight 
to the mines. He took up land noar Leesvillo, Colusa COe, 
where he farmed until his death in 1908, 

Cornelia married Porry Scarritt, 1646/47. 

Franois Boardman, born Dec.4, 18356, Burlington, Vte, 
wont to California at the samo time as Cornolius, in the 
late 90's. He marricd Teu Virginia Duncan, born Sept.15. 
1895, Frankiin Co. Missouri, Sho diod Aug. 1921, at Willows 
Calif. He took up Jana at Willows ond died there Nov.20.'20 

Franklin, born in Colechastor, Vt., Mar.15,1818. His 
fathor was a soldier in She war of 1812. Died Mur.17,1877. 
Franklin Was raised oa his *ather's farme In 1844 ho 
omigraved west, vic canal and lake, to Chicago, thence by 
Wegoa and toam to Will Co. Tllinots. Ho hold soveral 
offices of public tirist: Surervisor in 1854, 1855, 1856; 
for many years Twp. Seheo] Txsasurcr; appointed Post Master 
at Kast Wheatland in about 1870. Hé was Republican in 


politics; was a member of the Buptist Church of Plainfield. 
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He Was itiarriod on Scpt.&, 1843 to Mindwoll Bates. Whon ho 


camo West and landed in Chicago he had but $33 in monoy. 
He bought a good furm in Wheatland Twp. 

Maria Boardman married George kund, he worked for the 
C.B. & Q@ Ruilroad 6s conductor until he retired. Their 
home was in Streator, Ill. until then. After that they 
moved back to Ludlow, Vt., where he died and was buried.She 
and her daughter Bessis came back to Naperville where she 
died. 

Emma Boardnan married William Doty Bougshton,June 15,1869: 
they lived near the Boardman home, about a mile away on the 
original Boughton homestead. They raised a large family of 
children, three daughters and five sons, Bertha dying in 
early childhood. Emma diced June 1, 1939. 

Wilbur Warren (to ouots from an article written at the 
time of his death) was born Aug.25, 1854, grew up on his 
father's farm aud received his early education in the public 
Schools, ie. abbended the old Jénnings Seminary at Aurora 
and North Western Colleges (now North Contral) at Napervills. 
When 23 years old he set out ror California ond came to 
Leesville, where his uncle, Cornelius resided. He rented a 
tract of 160 worss of Jand in Indiun Valley near Leesville. 
where he remained Zor 3% years raising stock and grain. In 
1.834 hs purchased the nucleus of his two large ranches, upon 
wiich hoe maie extensive improvements and he became. one of 
the most sucocssful famnelrg of the area. He was clocted 
Supervisor of vis Think Distriet of Coluse Co. in 1916, 
Scfvang a 4 yeor tarm, adopting the semo efficient business 
methods for his éistrict that had charactcrized his own 


successful operation of his ranches. Tall, rugecd and an 
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"out docr "man all his life,he was proud of his 66 years oz 


residence in Western Colusa County. Mr. Boardman was returning 
to his ranch home in the evening of May 15, 1944, when he 
died of a heart attack at the wheel of his automobile on the 
Léesvillo grade. When his car failed to negotiate the turn 
on the out~back part of the road at a spot called "Windy 
Point", he was hurled from tho oar to a ledgo and the car 
plunged to the canyon 300 or 400 feet bolow. He was 89 yoar s 
of agce An autopsy found death was the result of a coronary 
occlusion while driving. He was known as an honest and 
upright oitizen. was amazingly active and was possessed of 

& remarkable memory, 

George Bates Boardman, born Jane27, 1859, grew up on his 
father's farm and received his early education in the publio 
schools, attended old Jennings Seminary at Aurora and North 
Western Collegs (now North Central) at Naperville. At the 
age of 27 he was aettas in marriage to Mary Jane Clow on 
July l, 1886, and they resided on his father's farin, he 
continuing farming operations with his father until his 
death, and continued farming there until 1928. 

Mr .Boardman was an oxcellent farmer. He was instrumental 
in getting the first rural mail route established in the 
vicinity (Will Co,I believe) in the year 1898 or '99. Ho 
Sorvod as Supervisor of Wheatland Two., ran for tho State 
Legislature on tho Republican tickot in 1915, and won a 
contested dngpten: being a member of the 48th Gensral 
Assembiy of tho State Legislaturs. 

He Was ituoh intorcstod in tho Wheatland Plowing Match en‘ 
could plow 4 furrow “straight as a string". (See his posm or 


the last page) For years he taught a Sunday School Class at 
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the Duraége Prosbyterian Church. He served as an cldor.of the 


church from July,1905 to April 1938, was olectod the ruling 
Glder, and at the time of his death was the senior membor 
of the session. 

For a tine hc raised and sold pure bred horses and was a 
lover of the best cattle and an oexccollent judge of thon 

After his father's dcsth he purohasod tho farm and 
continued seveiie ste Withstood tho misfortunes of life wit! 
fortitude and enjoyed the "sweets" of lifo to the full. 

On thse eve of Oote 5, 1905, a tornado of force dostroyed 
Or wracked practically ovory building on the farm, oxcopt 
the houso(windows, chimnoys,etc.on that being damaged.) 
Treés and dostruoction cvorywhere and no insuranco for wind. 
Naturally it was a great financial blow to him- but no com- 
-plaints. His good neighbors showed their great regard for 
him in their efforts to clear away the evidence of the 


storm, working day after day to clear it away. 





Because of & gover illincss he retired from farming in ~ 
1928,leaving his son Frank to run tho farm. He worked for 
tho government, state or federal, from then on, was Farn 
Manager of the Manteno Stats Hospital at the time of its 
Opening, and at the time of his doath was landscape foreman 
at Marssillcs, ITll., in tho National Park Service. He was 
G@lone there ovenings and busied himsolf with a bit of writ- i 
-ing, some of which will be added to this sketch. He was 
happy in his work and as his father said before him "wiaksé 
to die in the business." He suffered an attack of coronary 
thrombosis and passed *xom this life at the age of 79 years 
On April 9, 1953, at Merseillos, Ill. He was brought tc his | 


daughtor's home ot Pluinfield. A terrifio slcot and snow 


iar) 
Ss 


Storm mace roads almost impassable, but services were held 


at the DuPage church,the large attendance at the service 





Showing the respect they held for him. 

He and his wife with their children and their families had 
dinner together on their 50th wedding anniversary, at the 
home of his daughter in Plainfield, and he poured out all 
his reverence and thankfulness to the Almighty and his love 
for all the good things of life and family in a simple and 
very beautiful prayer which he offered before we partook of 
dinner together. Ho and his wife enjoyed to the full the 
good wishes and respect of all the friends who called later 
in the day to celebrate with them. 

As I write all the old memories come stealing back - and 
how Father used to rock us at night, singing the old,old 
inl Songs of yester year - how he used to get the breakfast 
(ake pangakes and Jobuny gake) when Mother was so busy with 
her children, hol Beeaealede of the busy cares and hurry of 
the day,we always had grace at the table,and after breakfast 
in the morning we sat back from the table for scripture 
reading and prayers,how,by some means,liother woule get us 
ready for church - remembering distinctly one Children's Day 
We Were all dressed in our finery and about two-thirds of 
the way to church when,at a very inopportune place,a mud 
puddle, the carriage wheel broke. 

Such is life in a big family,and ours was a happy life. 

I remember when Brother Harry played checkers with Grand- 
-father Franklin Boardman, Grandfather and Grandmother en- 
-~joying their meals which were always excellent, how we 

children slipped in to get a bit of peppermint candy from 


Grandmother - the every day happenings in the life of a 


: ’ sa, . Pa . . + - ’ = =e TT mm 
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happy, growiug fainiiy - the traditions and heritage of Familv 


HARRY CLOW BOARDMAN was born Abril 29,1887, attended 





public school at White School, Diste;40 in wheatland, located 
near the DuPags Kiver. after finishing 8th grade he entered 
Plainfield High School, graduated, then went on to the Uni - 
eversity of Illinois to complete his education in 1910, then 
went to Chicago Bridge and Iron Co. for his first position 
in the business world. He balonged to ths National Guard anc 
when trouble brewed on the Border went to Texas with the 
Guarde In 1926 he returned to the Chicago Bridge and Iron Cr: 
at Chicago, where he has been ever since. A copy of an art- 
-icle written in their bi-monthly magazine "The Water Tower" 
shows how they regard him and I'i sure all who know him have 
the greatest regard for him. He and his good wife are locat- 
“od at 9090 Hast Ena Ave., Chicago, their lovely living 
room overlooking beautiful Leake Michigan in all its changing 


moods, i 
i Copied from "The Water Towor," 


‘Harry Boardman Honorcd with Chairaanship in A.S.ME. 
Harry Boardman's ¢elevatipn to Chairman of the Boiler and 
Priesatke Vessel Committee of the American Society of Mechan- 
-ical Engineers comes as a sincere tribute to his professi~ 
~al attainments and his high integrity. For nineteen years 
Mr.Boardman has been a member of the A.3,.M,&. Boiler Code 
Committee, serving on many of its important 3ub-committees , 
frequently as chairman, He is now Chairman of both manufact- 
-urers' sub-committees on stotage tanks for the A.P.I. Muny 
other honors have been bestowed on him, including the a.w.. 
Miller award in 1942. This yeur he has been designated ag 3! 
alternate delegate for the International Institute of 


¥ | : " re = 2 ’ =" aur. ree eo] ee | 
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Welding. Mr »Ruatdman started with our company in the main 


office at Chicago in 1910, serving as Draftsman and Chief 





Draftsman. Ho wont to Texas with the National Guard in 1916, 
returned and later entered world war I. He rejoined our organ- 
-izatiou as a Research Engineer iu 1926, after serving sever- 
-al years on the faculty of the University of Tllinois.Since 


1945 Mr .Beardmen hes begn Director of Research." 


MARY B.CLOW was born Dcec.26,1888, just after the stroke of 
midnight Christmas Night. She went to school at the White 
School and sho, like her brother Harry was of his class,was 
Valodictioian of hor class at Plainfield High School in 1907. 
On May 15, 1913 she was united in iarriage at her father's 
home to Charles J.Clow, son of William and Eliza Clow, of 

~~ yioneer stock. Thcy lived on the William Clow homestead, in 
Whoatland, where he farmed until his death on Dec.5, 1549. 
They were blessed with two children, Elizabeth Mary and 
Philip Mills Clow, Elizabeth, Beth as We called her,finished 
high school at Nupsrville and attended ths University of 
Tllinois, but illness of some length brought a peaceful rest 


from this life on april 24, 1940. 


Philip, born Foh.7,1920, after graduating from Naperville 
High School, took the competitive examinations for entrance 
at the United States Navel Acadcmy at Annapolis, Maryland, 
made the grade and roecived his appointment on Christmas Pay. 
Ho was némitted to the Acadomy in Juncs,1939 and was graduate. 
Neer $n Juno 3.942. After roecsiving his honorable discharge from 
the Navy, he onlisted in tho Arhy Air Corps and reported vou 
setive duty at San Antonio, Toxas. In April 1944 he loft for 


ovirscas duty, arrived $n Tnd@ic carly in June, was stationcd 











ae’ 





40. 


et Kerachi, about 6 weeks, then left for China. He 
flew a P-40 over the "Hump" and landed at Kunming, 
wheve on Septel5, 1944 he was assigned to the 16th 
Figater Squadron, Slst Group of the 14th Air Corps. 
On Nove 19,1944, he was reported "missing in action" 
while on a ferry mission from Nanning to Kunming. 

In December 1949, Mary's husband passed away 
after a lingering illness. Beth and her father 
rest in the family lot in Wheatland Cemetery. | 
Philip's life record is recorded on the marker. 

I nee@en't elaborate on Mary's character. She 
has accepted the loss of her entire family with 
gilence, patience and faith, never burdening others 
with her grief but with 4a gmile,taking up the 
threads of daily life, serving aS an inspiration 
to all who walk with her. After her husbands death 
she moved tc Plainfield, where she lives in a 
comfortabie lisle white house, making a wonderful 
homes “or Beotna: Fobort, and generally entering 
irto the ydlage life. She attends the Congrega- 
-tione;. Cnarreh put still holds her membership in 
the old meeting place, the DuPage Presbyterian 
Church. 

TRENKLIN CORNETTUS BOARDMAN was born in Wheat- 
-land Twp.on May 15, 1890. He went to the White 
School and ettended Plainfield High School. He 
loved to farm and at an early age helped his father 
with the farm work. On Mar.<Q, 1913 he married 


Elsie Royce, daughter of Johnathan and Mary Royce, 


41. 


parents. They bought a farm joining has father's 
Serm and they lived there until his father gave up 
farmiag, wnoen they moved to the old Franklin Board- 
-man farm. He gave up farming in Illinois and moved 
to Sitka, Inaiana, March 6, 19384. 

On Saturday morning, Jane9, 1950, when riding 
With o gentleman from whom he was to pruchase hay, 
the car was struck by a Pennsylvanian Freisht train 
at the crossing in Idaville, Ind.,killing Frank 
instantly. His son John, who followed in a truck 


Witnessed the accident. 


MARGARET STEPHENS BOARDMAN was born Oct.15,1891. 
Like the rest of the Boarditan children, the White 
School Was her place of learning in youth; then in 
June, 192390. she graduated from Plainfield High 
Schoot, Shs was at howe with the family until her 
merri2zge ti Richard =.Jones of Plainfield on Oct. 
io, lvis. ie was the son of Richard John Jones 
enc Plizaoatvh sanos Jones. His fathor camo to 
Lmerica waon vary young with his parents from 
Bredend. Xacherd I.Jones served in the 315th 
Snginecrs of the BBth Division in World War I. Ho 
~eturnec heme from France in Auszust end they were 
merriecr in Cetobor. They have no family. His 
father and his uncle established Joncs Hardware 
in 1890, his uncie selling out to Mr.Jones sfter 
a few years. After his father's death Richard has 
continued the business, it being 65 years old this 


year. Richard holds iicmbership in the Christ 





ow 
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Eniscona). Church, Joliet. Morgerct still keeps her 


membership in the DuPage Presbytorian Churche 


HELEN MINOWELL KOARDMAN was born June 11, 1895, Her 
early school days were at Whoatland White School, then 
Plainfield High School, graduating in June, 1912. She 
marricd Abner Thoms, son of George and Helen Royce 
Thomas, the Royces coming from pioneer family of DuPage, 
on Febe18,1920. Thcir rosidonce now is on a good farm 


near Leland. Ill., where he passed away of a heart 
’ 1 ii 
attack on June 12, 1901. Banik sna LW): Rg Cock erriting 


THOMAS JAMES BOARDMAN was born Apr.d, 1899. He was a 
bright littlc fellow while he lived his Short life. 
Spinal bixida was his ailment, he boing paralyzed ror 
the waist down. He dicd on Dec.23, 1899 and is buried 


in the Boardaan lot near his mother and fathor. 


ROBERT CRORGD BJAPDMAN was born Deco.15, 1902, went 

to grade schoc? at white School, then to Naperville 

High School. He womhec for years at Kroehler's shop in 
Naperville ob sho urholstoring tradc. He scrved a little 
better than a year in World War II. He now has an uphols- 
-tering shop ac the home of his sister Mary in Plainficld. 
Robert too joined the DuPage Church. Ili health beeps 

him “rom full time work, but he enjoys his shop and his 
sister makes life pleasant for him and she enjoys his 


compa ny ® 


Footnote; Margarot Boardman Tones «sxs the compilers 


to return her copy with the following: "I'm positive 





oe 
Where are we bounc’ Wondcor if future gonerations will 
évor have time to reac and Learn of our ancestors ?" A 
formal genealogy gives information but teaches little about 
the lives or the times. If some Whcatland descendant 
Should find time to read in these records he would find 
that, though experiences in other generations have been 


different, the fundamental pattern remains the samo." 


THE FIRST WHEATLAND PLOWING MATCH 
Goorgo B.Boardiian 


It's nine and fifty ysars sinoc lI, 

An cagcr,happy lad, 

Sct out for Whe.tland's Plowing Match, 
The first they'd wuver had. 

‘Twas held on Alex Brown's old farn, 
As I remember woll, 

And of ths things that happened there 
I'll do my best to tell. 


I don't remomber all the men 

Whose hats were in tac ring, 

But the prize that I wert thore to get 
Was handed Jimmy King. 

I remember William Lumbard, 

With straight coulter on his plow, 
Who,with confidence aplenty 

Went out to show us how, 


And Robert Lee was deathly sick 
From cating chicken pic, 

And how ho felt quite certain 
His timo had come to dic. 


The sohool house I remember 
Was our first dining-hall, 

And also I remembcr 

There was room enoush for all. 


Those were tho horse and buggy days, 
Bofors the sulky plow. 

If I could havc them back again, 

I'd almost take thom now, 

I Know we have more comforts now 
And pleasurcs to cnjoy, 

But only oncc do wo posssss 

The feelings of a boy. 


First the sulky, Zhen the gang, 

And thon a moustrous tractor, 

This vie’s pYopelling fovac was stean, 
And Avery Wad i145 Shier, 

It Gidnis try to wan @ prize, 

But Staoa Out on tuo SLGG, 

Ard every now and thon ‘twoula start 
And give thse boys @ ride 


And after all tho work was donc, 

And ¢inisr tims was passcd, 

This wisaty Locomotive 

Went out to do its task. 

It rirpod and snortcd down the ficld, 
And beck and forth again, 

And shortly it had donc as much 

As ali tho toaums and mone 


Next gasolinc cams into use 

An automotive powcr, 

And from that timc 

Advancs was mado 

Almost by day and hour 

Till after noarly sixty years 

Of busy life expires, 

The boy boy who now gocs out to plow 
Goes out on rubber tires. 


I wouldn't stop the march of time 
To do so 'twould be made 

T'm only rominiscing 

Of the time when I was a lad. 

I guess the boys have all checked in 
That I mct thore that day sir, 
They've all gone in to get a prize, 
Unless it's Michael Fazer. 

Soon I'll go,too, to join tho rost, 
IT think the going's fine. 

When I get thexe I'll hope to meet 
Tho Class of Fifty~nine. 
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Enclosed is my gift of $ to place an Engraved Brick or 
Granite Paver in the Boardman Cemetery. 


Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Home Phone ( ) 


Work Phone ( ) 
The 8” X 12” and 8” X 16” Granite Pavers will be located in the pation area behind the 


entrance gate. LOCATION OF THE BRICK OR PAVER CANNOT BE GUARANTEED. 








4” x 8” SINGLE BRICK 

Contribution $50 - 2 lines 8” x 8” GRANITE PAVER 

Contribution $75 - 3 lines Contribution $200 

There is space for TWO OR THREE LINES with 14 spaces per line There is space for SCX LINES with 14 spaces per Ime 





12" GRANITE PAVER See ee0Ree 


Contribution $300 + 
There is space for SLX LINES with 21 spaces per line. 


PLETELY TTT aero 
TT TT dTd Ed Td ELETLELTLUTLUELLUELUTECULELLLUL ULL The project is sponsored by DuPage 


Township & the Bolingbrook Historic 


PPE E LE LEE EPP LLL LL [| reoeratie commas 
PETEELLLLE LECCE LLL eee 
PPEEELELEEEL LEE) eeeeine, 
PPFPEP>PrrtLiitrttitttil tilt 


Please contact DuPage Township at 


8” X 16” GRANITE PAVER 630-759-1317 for more information. 


Contribution $500 + Or visit our website at 
There is space for SLX LINES with 28 spaces per line. www.dupagetownship.com 
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Harry Boardman Andrew E. Ingals 
5/30/1877 2/15/1863 


Captain Boardman signed the 
deed in 1846 donating the land 
for the community burying 
ground, the Boardman 
Cemetery. 


The only Civil War soldier buried 
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died in Gallatin, TN. indefense [4 eh Py ay 
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of his country. : le nt 
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Jonathan Royce / Polly Emery Royce John Barber / Emma Barber 


12/14/1863 4/25/1875 ear as ne iets Meme 12/19/1876 5/2/1874 


cafe Ane eosin = ae be Ot ee oN, et ETT Dearborn in 1832, on the boat 
over three thousand acres of land in the , ctu ee 
that brought General Scott's army 


Township. His wife, Polly Emery, was the ) 
daughter of a Revolutionary soldier, whose to do duty in the Sac War. In the 
father was one of the minute-men at Spring of 1832 he laid claim to 

Concord. 211 acres in DuPage Township. 


Accepting a donation from the Bolingbrook Federated Women's Club Robert Schanks, Supervisor-DuPage Township 
Presenting is Peggy Danof - President of the Bolingbrook Federated Cathy Bouley, President-Historic Preservation Commission 


Women's Club - Accepting for the Bolingbrook Historical Society is Roger Claar, Mayor-Village of Bolingbrook 
President, Judy Bredeweg, with Jim Bingle looking on. 


The Boardman Cemetery was established in 1832 on an acre of land, North of Royce Road, donated by Captain Harry Boardman. A quiet rural resting place for DuPage Township pioneers, the cemetery was 


restored in 1976 as a Bicentennial Project of the Bolingbrook Historical Society. 
Surrounded today by homes, the fence and gate identifying this landmark, are a project of DuPage Township and the Bolingbrook Historic Preservation Commission for a new millennium. 


The cemetery is open to the public on Memorial Day and Halloween or by appointment - call DuPage Township at (630) 759-1317. 


Village of Bolingbrook....35 years, 1965 - 2000* DuPage Township....150 years, 1850 - 2000 
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$200.00 4" X 8" Plaza Brick 
$300 A" XK 12" Roman Brick 
$500 and up Pillar, Bench, Ornamental Marble 
_ Pieces, Lighting 

‘Address: © ae A 

Telephone: Z aa i ba 

Category: es = 

Checks should be made- payable.te? i f 


BOARDMAN CEMETERY 
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The Ficiasieis Cemetery w was s éstablished i in: 4832 on an acre of land, north of Royce 


Road, donated. by. Captain Harry: Boardman: As quiet, fural: resting place until 1927 for DuPage 


Township pioneers, the cemetery was:restored® ing.976:as.a Bicen 
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. Surrounded today by.homes “the fence’an 2 fgate jc suing ilanmark are a project 
of DuPage Powaship: and the Bélingbygok HistoHe rese nif om Pi: for the new 
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$ O- $ 50.00 Parchment Thank You 
$51.00 - $100.00 Bronze Inside Plaque At The DuPage Township 
Building 
$101.00 - $199.00 Granite Outside Plaque In The ne 












| DuPagé! Township - Boardman Cemetery Fund 
Mail to:. - os, ™ * =244.Canterburry Lane site 9. 
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The Boardman ® Ceforx | Is open to the public on Memonal: Day Halloween or 
a By am! Call (630) 759-1317 | ee a 
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Group aims to restore historical le 


w Bolingbrook’s past: 
Fund-raising to support 
work at Boardman 
Cemetery | 


nel 


By Jessica Royer 
COPLEY NEWSPAPERS 


BOLINGBROOK — Originally, | 


Boardman Cemetery’s fence was made 
of cornstalks. 

“You can just imagine this 
surrounded by corn with two dirt tracks 
heading out to the road,” said Judy 
Bredeweg, a member of Bolingbrook’s 
Historic Preservation Commission as 
she surveys the quiet cemetery, which 
has been here since 1832. 

These days, Boardman Cemetery is 
surrounded by Heritage Creek 
subdivision and a cyclone (chain-link) 
fence. Jt has the look of a shady back 
yard, just without the house. 

ae cyclone fence doesn’t really fit 

”" Bredeweg said. Topped with 
Satie wire and draped with greenery, 
_ the fence locks rather severe for its 
surroundings. A bright red slide on the 
playground across the street peeks 
through the tombstones in one 
direction, and well-kept suburban 
homes cozy up on the other sides. But 


despite appearances, the cemetery. 


caretakers know the fence is necessary. 

“T had to bail two of the stones out of 
the Clarendon Hills Police De- 
partment,” Bredeweg said. The 
commission keeps pictures of the 95 
headstones on file for ready 
identification if they're stolen. 

“This has been called the most 
haunted cemetery in the northern 
area,” Bredeweg said. “Kids come from 
St. Charles to see it, We used to guard it 
and call the cops, but then, we decided 
to open it up.” 

Last Halloween, the commission 
brought about 406 people on a tour 
through the cemetery. They also open 
Boardman on Memorial Day, as weil as 
by appointment y 

‘ 


“Almost every time it’s open, 
someone walks in with questions,” said 
Robert Schanks, DuPage Township 
supervisor and one of the cemetery’s 
caretakers, “That’s what it’s all about.” 

The commission has done its 
homework, too. Members are more 
than ready to answer the questions 
visitors might have. 

“The Bolingbrook Historical Society 
(now the Preservation Commission) made 
it their Bicentennial project to restore the 
cemetery,” said Bredeweg, who was 
president of the newly formed Historica! 
Society in 1976, as well as Bicentennial 
chairwoman for Bolingbrook. 

The group catalogued the graves, the 
last of which went in around 1927; 
raised and restored grave markers, 
many of which had fallen over and been 
buried under inches of soil; and began 
giving tours. 


Former assessor’s role | 
A big participant in these efiorts was 





VASNA WILSON/COPLEY NEWSPAPERS 
Robert Schanks, DuPage Township supervisor, is a caretaker of the historical 
Boardman Cemetery in Bolingbrook. Here, he pieces back together a tombstone 
from the cemetery, which is in need of restoration and a new fence. A fund-raising 
campaign will be launched with a golf outing Sept. 17. 


then-township Assessor Jim Bengal, 
who retired from his post late last year. 

“He was our assessor for 28 years, 
and this became his pet project,” said 
township Secretary Joan Heiberger. 
“The cemetery is in pretty good shape 
now, but the fence is in bad shape.” 

After Bengal retired, $1,800 was left 
over from money collected for his 
retirement dinner. He donated this 
money to begin a cemetery restoration 
project, and the Boardman Cemetery 
Committee was formed. 

“The committee is made up of 
members of the township and of the 
Bolingbrook Preservation Commission,” 
said Cathy Bouley, committee member 
and president of the preservation 
commission. “The township oversees 
the cemetery’s land, and the 
preservation commission watches over 
the stones and puts on programs.” 

The committee has 16 members, but 
Bouley hopes that more will join as 
fund-raising efforts get under way. 


“A cemetery should be a memorial 
for people,” said Schanks, a commuttee 
member. “I’m a firm believer in that. 
We’re going to take down this cyClofie 
fence and put in something nice.” >.>. 

Specifically, the committee plans: to 
replace the current fence and entran¢e 
gate with a wrought-iron fence, stone 
pillars and a plaza with seating. . «: 

“In effect, a rural cemetery. will 
change to a turn- -of-the-century urban 
cemetery setting,” according to a letter 
announcing the project’s first fund- 
raising event. 
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Paying for project - 

About $50,000 will be needed to build 
the fence and plaza, complete With 
benches and access for the disabled. 
The committee hopes to have most-of 
the money in hand before beginning 
the project. 

“We're trying to have some fun with 
this (fund-raising),” Bredeweg said. 
“We're kicking things off with the RIP 
golf outing, and we're also seNjng 
bricks. Actually, we're selling just about 
everything that can be sold.” a 

The golf outing will be Sept. 17, but 
the committee also is planning evénts 
such as a fish fry during the Lenten 
season. 

Also, for various amounts donated, 
contributors can have their names placed 
on a plaque at the DuPage Township 
office, a plaque at Boardman Cemetery, 
on the cemetery’s decorative plaza 
bricks, or on a pillar, bench, ornamental 
marble piece or lighting fixture. 

The committee is eager to get going 
on the project, and at least some 
members see this effort as just the 
beginning of what they'd like to 
accomplish. 

“If I’m still around, I’d like to see 
(Boardman Cemetery) resodded and 
have the graves fixed neatly,” Schanks 
said. “There’s also Alexander Cemetery 
in Romeoville. That could be our next 
project.” 

For more information about the 
Boardman Cemetery project, contact 
Cathy Bouley Z (630) 759-1058. 











Chris Stanford / Staff photographer 


Jim Bingle, left, and Ed Mecler have spent many Halloween nights at Boardman Cemetery in Bolingbrook. As mem- 
bers of the Bolingbrook Historic Preservation Commission, they offer tours of the site, which was established in 
1832, then Mecler stays the rest of the night to guard against vandalism. Urban folklore says the site as haunted. 
























Scaring up interest in history 


Commission offers tours of old cemetery on Halloween 


By Terry Ryan 
STAFF WRITER 


It’s the perfect place for a haunt- 
ing: old tombstones in a dark, 
fenced-in cemetery. Dark, very 
dark. 

One tombstone reads “Died in de- 
fense of his country” for a Civil War 
soldier. There’s a farmer's 2-year- 
old son from the 1830s; wives, chil 
dren, and families, the last of whom 
were laid to rest more than 70 years 
ago. 

It’s no wonder there’s an urban 
legend about the Boardman Ceme- 
tery on Paxton Drive in Boling- 
brook. Departing Bolingbrook His- 
toric Preservation Commission 
member Jim Bingle said the legend 
got started at a Naperville high 
school. Kids have been coming 
there for the past 10 years or more, 
he said. Those caught said it was 
listed as one of the top mystical 
sites in the United States, Bingle 
said. 

But when Bingle looked it up, 
there was no such mention. So goes 
urban legend. 

Members of the Bolingbrook His- 
toric Preservation Commission are 
certain there’s nothing mystical 
about the place, only historic. 

“I’ve been out there for many 
years on Halloween night, and 
there’s never been anything else 
there,” said Ed Mecler, commission 
member and one of the cemetery’s 
neighbors. 


age Halloween parties — and vandal- 
ism. People were knocking over 
headstones; and two had been 
stolen. One showed up on a lawn in 
Clarendon Hills around 1980. It 
took police two years to find its 
rightful resting place. 

That’s why members stand guard 
every Halloween to make sure no 
further vandalism occurs. But about 
five years ago, the commission 
members got tired of just chasing 
people off the site. They decided it 
was the perfect opportunity to share 
the history of the place and the sto- 
ries the commission has re- 
searched on the people who are 
buried there. 

About 150 people have been 
showing up every year to take the 
lantern-lighted tours on Halloween 
night through the rows of 90 
graves. There is no charge for the 
tours, which will be conducted from 
4 to 10 p.m. on Halloween, but do- 
nations for the historic commission 
are accepted. A couple of booklets 
on Bolingbrook history will also be 
for sale. 

The commission is raising money 
for a new fence, said Mecler, who is 
taking over as a caretaker of sorts 
from Bingle, who is moving to Flori- 
da. After the tours are over, Mecler 
will spend the night in a tent to 
make sure there’s no late arrivals. 
It’s something he’s dope for the last 
several years. 

He’s protecting the graves of pio- 


It became a popular site for teen—_ _neefs’ families from the area: the 


Royces, the Westcotts, the Free- 
mans, the Barbers, the Strongs and 
the Boardmans. It’s named after the 
Boardmans because it was the famt- 
ly’s farmland that was donated for 
the cemetery. 

Sara Cleveland, in 1832, was the 
first to be buried there, Bingle said. 
Nobody knows much about her, ex- 
cept that she was staying with the 
Boardmans when she died. It was a 
family plot for three farming fami- 
lies: the Freemans, the Westcotts 
and the Boardmans until 1846, 
when Boardman deeded the land 
over to Will County and it became a 
public burying place, Bingle said. 

The last body was laid to rest in 
1927. 

“We're starting to accumulate a 
lot of information about the families 
there,” commission member Judy 
Bredeweg said. 

Harry Boardman was very active 
in politics; he was a member of the 
Cook County Board, and later, 
when the boundaries changed, he 
became a member of the Will Coun- 
ty Board. 

“They were people who were 
very much aware of what’s going on 
around them and participated in the 
history of the U.S.,” Bredeweg said. 

Mecler’s goal is to make the 
cemetery a lot less scary and a lot 
more of a historic part of the neigh- 
borhood. 

“We’re going to try to make it 
nice part of neighborhood and his- 
tory for Bolingbrook,” Mecler said. 
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Community 


Historic cemetery to open 
to public on Memorial Day 


A historic Bolingbrook burying 
ground, Boardman Cemetery, will 
be open to the public for tours from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 29. 

Members of the Bolingbrook 
Historic Preservation Commission 
will be stationed at the Royce Road 
cemetery to answer questions 
about the cemetery’s history. The 
day will begin with a 9 a.m. memor- 
ial service led by the Bolingbrook 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
American Legion. At least one Civil 
War veteran is buried at Boardman. 

The cemetery, which is the final 
resting place for many of the first set- 


tlers of DuPage Township, dates back 
to 1832. It was all but forgotten for 
nearly three decades until accidental- 
ly discovered by a curious teen-ager 
who stumbled across it in 1972. 

The burying ground is named for 
Captain Harry Boardman, who set 
aside the hillside he owned for the 
pioneer community’s first ceme- 
tery. Under the care of the township 
now, the cemetery is off Royce Road 
on Paxson Drive. 

Boardman Cemetery is sur- 
rounded by the homes of the Her- 
itage Crook subdivision in Boling- 
brook. Streets in the subdivision are 
named for those buried in the ceme- 


tery, such as the Harry Boardman, 
Charles Paxson, Robert Strong and 
Abner Royce families. For informa- 
tion about the cemetery or open 
house, call Village Hall at (630) 226- 
8411. 


